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5 1 W 0 l. concerning the Truth of Wü 
account à Divine Revelation, may make it not altogether un- 


' ſrafonable to add, in this Place, a ew Words more about that 


important. Subject. Tori; rde 7 n Wwod 


BV & Diiine Revelation in genivat; Lincs? an Isterpalitzön of 


the Divine. Providence, in the Government of the World, out 


af the ordinary eſtabliſnt Courſe of Nature, as bears the viſible 
Marks and Characters of its great Author upon it; and ſo by 


2 which God fEveals himſeif de novo or anew,'to the Qhildten of Men. x 


THE Poſſbelity of ſuclu a Revelation none; I' ſuppoſe; will de- 


ny, who do not, at the fame Time, deny the Reality of the Dis 
ine E. ee They who firmly believe. the Being of à God, 


will find no Difficulty to allow him the ſame Pbtbers, wWhieh he 
has communicated to us his Creatures, He than teacheih Man know- 
edge, ſball not. he knoꝛu? The LORD (knowweth © the "Thonphts of Mam, 


 that\they:are:Fanitf] The Godiwho gives unto all -other-Beings thoſe 


Powers and Marks, by which they know one another, can res 


Rs. 


ver be at a*Lofs to e anroſu fuch Marke aud Characters 


— whereby” to hom himfelf: ole het ne A mom S129 2 9 Ha | 
WHAT, tho'; we are 5 able; to diſtinguiſhes Divine: anne 


5 lation from a meer Deluſion, Who never had, for pretend to 


have had any immediate; Commerce owith God „ Dpes it therefore 


fallow, There is nat a ſufficient Diſtinction between them; or. tons. 


0 0 who are faholired with uch. 4 Revelation: 
ho a Perfory. hreil in a Cate, and who nevet aw our Sung 
| wayn 't he able to en our the Difference between the e 
4 | | 0 
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ot his Taper, and that heavenly Luminary ; is there thereture 
no Difference; or none! diſcernible by us who have ſecn thein 
both? The Works of art, the Mimickry of Nature, may be 
poſſibly miſtaken for thoſe of Nature it ſelf, by ſuch as have on- 


> 
** 5 


ly ſeen the former: And yet Fiction and Realty are vaſtly differ- 
ent in themſelves; and as diſtinguiſhable by us, as printed Fire 


5 ” 


from that Which is real, when compared together. 


As to the Objection againſt the Expediency of a Divine Re- 
pelation, ſuppoſing the Poſſilility of it; Who will dare to pro- 
- nounce, That it is unworchy the Father of Spirirs, and rhe Fa- 

ther of Mercies, to vouchſafe us, in this our bewildred and 

| ruined State, the compaſſionate Direction and Help of his Super- 
natural Light and Aid? Tis true, God ever governs: himſelf by 


the eternal Rules of Reaſon. But is Nothing reaſonable for a 

God to do; or to do for Man; but what every Man can prove 

to be fo? Vain Man would be wiſe, though he be born like a Wild © 
Ae Galt, The eternal Rules of Reaſon are ſuch as reſult from 
The Relation which the whole of Things, and all the Parts 1 


— * 


have to one another; and which therefore, in many Caſes, No- 


thing leſs than the Wiſdom of a God is able to judge of. What 
more ba ae than that every Man's unaſſiſted Reaſon (even in- 
this its Infant State, and under the various Diſadvantages of Pre- 
judice, Want of Opportunities, and due Improvements, and the 
Aike) ſhould take upon it peremptorily to decide againſt the 
Nine or Expediency of a new Revelation for Sinner? 
UT allowing the HFineſ, of a Divine Revelation in genera! ; 
how does it appear, (they will ſay ) that what we call ſuch, is 
really Divine? The common Anſwer in this Caſe, is, I think, O 
both clear 'and+ſolid. What we call a Divine Revelation, muſt 
be either from God, or from the Devil, or from Men. It is mo- 
rally impoſſible, it ſhould have its Riſe from the Devil, becauſe 
the great Deſign of it is to batter and overthrow his Kingdom. 
And if it came ſrom Mer, it muſt be either from good Men, A 
of bad. From good Men it could not come, unleſs it was Di- 
Line; for they could have Nothing of Goodneſs in them, ſhould | 
they come with a Lie in their Months, pretending the Reve- 
lation they brought, were Divine, if it were not ſo. Nor could | 
it come from bad Mien, and yet make it their chief Buſineſs to 
oe -.the Hear and Glo- 
! % 88 
IF it be pretended, that the Writers of the Old and New 
_ were meer Enthuſiaſts, who judged themſelves (or thoſe 
'of whom they wrete )to 'be .2{uminated by God, without being ſo. 
Doch ſeem not to conſider, That Enthuſiaſm never deals 
much in Facts; on which, however, all the Fexviſh as well as the 
* Chrifian Revelation is wholly built. But to try this Matter by 
ansther Touchſtone, which will better ſerve our preſent Purpoſe; 
der we arc confidcring, whether the <oboJe of our Revelation be 5 
OO nr (P' 8 y 
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Enthuſiaſm, and not whether this or the other Branch be ſo or | 
NOW Enthuſiaſm (as a very ingenious Writer in this Con- 
troverſy obſcrves) in the Nature of the Thing can have 2 U- | 


nity. And let the Enemies of Revelation ſhew us in Fac, if 


they can, a St of Enthufiaſtic Writers, who. are at Unity with 


* 


than Sixteen Hundred Years, to 


any conſiderable Number of their n in former Ages; 
or ſo much as a ſingle Enthuſiaſt, that is conſiſtent with him- 
ſelf, through many Volumes, or even through one ſingle Vo- 
lume, or it may be, one 7 ſay, a ſingle Page of their Eu- 
thufiaſtic Performances. If it ſh Urs PERL then, that there is one 
worthy and noble Deſign purſued t rough, the Books of the 
Old and New Teftament, by. one wiſe, plain, and ſimple Mean, 


— 


though 3 Fur forty or more different Authors, and were not 
eſs 


Written in than Sixteen Hundred Years, ”' (as well as written, 
ſome of them, in very diſtant Regions and Parts of the World ;:) 
it will amount to the cleareſt Demonftration,' that the Bible 
cannot be the Work of Enthuſiaſts, writing in different Ages. 
And will not every One then ſee, that it muſt be from him, 

who exiſts. thro' all Ages, and ſees what is paſt, preſent, and to 
come; who has alwaies the ſame View, muſt have fixed on the 

wiſeſt Methods to attain ir, and yet muſt ſuit his Diſcoveries: to 
the different Circumſtances of thoſe, to whom he makes them; 

if their Circumſtances vary from each other, as they mujſt in a 


| Tra&. of ſo many Ages be ſuppoſed to do? _ 


The one Deſign I have mention (my Author goes on) . as 
running through the Bible, I take, with all other Writers on 
this Subject, to be the Diſplaying the Glory of all God's Per- 
fections; or which will come to the ſame Thing, to aſſiſt our 

Reaſon in doing what is right and fir, and thereby purſuing 
our own Happineſs, and promoting the Happineſs of others, in 
the beſt Manner we can, as long as our Being laſts, and as long 
as we have. other Beings about us. I take this Deſign to be 
uniformly purſued, by one wile, plain, and ſimple Mean, Plot, 

or Contrivance, calculated to ſtrike every Man, that has the Uſe 
of his Reaſon; tho* there are various Underplots (if I may be 
allowed to uſe theſe Expreſſions) ta ſupport the main One, ſuit- 
ed to the Incidents of Mankind, 5 2 beautifully related and 
proportioned to cach other. Now, if ſuch a Deſign, thus pur- 
ſued, ſhall appear evidently to run thro' the Books of the Old 
and New Teftament, a Man may with infinitely greater Propriety, 
des op the moſt perfect Drama ebe ee fneſ en n is car- 
ried on by the beſt choſen Plot, and by the moſt 1 Tie 
derpiors, and beautiful, well proportion'd Incidents) to, have 
been writ by a Number of the greateſt Madmen or, Ideots, 
by Piece-Meal, in different Ages; than imagine a Thread of ſuch an 
End and Mean running through above forty Writets, in more 
FT: ihe ork of ſo many Enthu- 
e | BE, = 
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| Revelation to a Path of coolheaded, defining Knaves, lince ir 
is impoſſible to be the Effect of hot-headed, mad, Entbuſiaft;, 


tho, born away with their preſent” Impulſe, never ſtop to con- 


8 SHOULD any return to their old pretence, and aſcribe vn: 


ſicer any Thing, former Writings or their own': -*'Ler ſuch 


Tonſider, how Bard and difficult it is to obſerve Unity in any 
Piece of meer Fiction, where the Writer aims at © Unity, with 


| the cloſeſt Intention; or, how -diffictlt it is to mix any, even 
the leaſt Falſnood, with the Truth of Accounts, without the 


Falſhood's appearing, (ſo little will Frutli and Falſhood ever 
* agree; ) then can any one imagin the Books of the Old and New 


_ "Geftament to be Forgery, any more than Enthuſiaſm, ' when No- 


ing but Unity ig ear, in ſuch a Number of 
WMriters, at ſo great a 8 
that not only in the Main, but (when all juſt allowances arc 


of Particulars. 


> 


made for Books circumſtanced as they are (even in the Detail 
oy CCC „% f III PL by "4A ; 


or perhaps, the ſerming Cel of foms Things command- 
ed, in ſome Parts of our Revelation, may be urged as an Ob- 
jection err the Dlviniiy of the Rebelation that contains them; 


| particularly in the Caſe of Sbrabam's Offering up his Son, Yſaac? 
But here it ſhould be conſidered, ( 1.) That, in many Caſes, it 
may be very fit for us to obey, even an Earthly Sovereign, 
and much more our God, . tho' we our ſelves were unable, 4 
ee or before Hafid, to perceive the Fitneſs of the Thing com- 
manded. One valuable End and Advantage of Government, whe- 


ther human or divine, is to have the Will and the Ackions of 
the governed directed and determined by the 5 77 Wiſdom 


und Counſel of their Governouri, where it is either, ipoſil/# for 
the former; in their preſent Station, to judge what is ft to be 
commande d; or at leaft improper for the latter to let them as 
et fato the Knowledge of that Fitneſs, by laying open the 

Secret Springs arid inward Movements of their Injunckions. Phus, 


u Soldier, in 4 thouſand Inſtances, owes and pays this Duty to his 


GSeneral; and would deſerve to dis, ſhould he diſpute bis Orders, 
it he could not fhew they were wnfe for a wife and good 
General to iſſue out, or for à faithful Soldier to obferve, whether 
ne could fliſcern any Hineſt in the Service antecedent to ſuch 

B . %% / v $f 1 


n EO 1 | Vi 
(2. ) TO PEROVE that the Offering up of Tſaac was cer- 


. ctainly- unt for God to command Abraham, we muft demonſtrate, 
that either their private ör the public Good (the proper ſtand- 


; -ard of all Firneſs ) would in the final Reſult of Things, -have 
_ fuftcred by Abrabam Obedience. Whereas this is ſo far from 
being the real Caſe, that the ſame ſacred Hiſtory, which men- 


„tions Hbrabam s Intention to obey; aſſures us, that the very At- 


- * Fempt to offer up aac ifacd in the great Advantage of them 
K „ 40 * . 4 . Ty" 8 5 gd e e e 


iſtance of Time from each other; ani 


both, 
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both, and of the Community to which they belong da Aud: the 
e 8 of the Lord, called unto Abraham ont of Heaven, the ſecond - 
| Nine, And ſaid, By my: ſelf have' I ſwern, ſaith the LORD, for - 
By > becarſe thou haſt done this Thing, and haſt not «withheld. ] n, 
we 2 ' thine only Hue That in Bleſſing J will bleſs thee, and in multiplying 
J will multiply thy Seed as the Stars of the Heaven, and as the 
Sand evhich is upon the Sea Shore; And thy Seed ſhall poſſeſs the © 
Gate f his Enemies; And in thy ſeed [hall all the Nations of the 

Earth be bleſſed; becauſe thou haſt obey'd rity Voice, Gen, 22. L5m— 

18. "Abraham his but one Son, viz. by Sarah, and is willing to 
part with that one Son, in Obedience to God; Well, ſaith God, 

Thou ſhalt be recompenced with Thouſands and Millions. And 
what a Figure doth the Seed of Abraham make. in Hiſtory ! Ho, 
numerous, how illuſtrious were his known Deſcendants ] Who to 
this Day triumph in tnis that they have Abraham for their Fa- 

| tber. In thy Ked (pointing at the Meſſiah ) l all the Natrons 'Þ 
1 | . of the Earth be bleſſed; becauſe thou haſt. obeyed my Voice. "Abrabav: | 
14 was ready to give up his Son, for a Sacrifice, to the Honour of 
God; and on that Occaſion God promiſed to give his Son a Su- 
crifice for the Salvation of Man. ſo far was either Abrabam, 

or Iſaac, or their Poſterity, or the World in general from being 
VVV e 
(z.) NONE, ſure, will deny, but that God himſelf, tho* ⁵ 
his Deavenly Father, might have juſtly teken away the Life of - # 
ſaac, his Creature, and a Sinner, by bis own immediate Hand, even 
if Jſaac had been no Gainer in the End. And pet will any de- 

ny that Abraham, who was only his earthly Father, might do 
the ſame, when warranted by a Divine Command? Was Abraham 

obliged to act a wiſer and a better Part than God bimſelf? Was 

he obliged to higher ſtrains of Pity than the Father of Mercies ? 

nay, to deny Obedience, where Diſobedience might have loſt the 

leſſings already promiſed to him and his Poſterity in {/azc?. But how 
could Abrabam (ſome may ſay) be reaſonably ſatisfy'd, that the 
Command was from God, and not a Deluſion from ſome evil 
Spirit, delighting in Cruelty? Here (not to mention, that this ho- 
Iy Patriarch, who had ſo frequently converſed with God, might 
clearly diſcern the Difference, tho we cannot, BEFORE he 
had received xine Revelations; two by Viſſon; two by Miracle; 
two under ſome ſenſible Appearance, and three in ſome Manner 
' not explained. Why _ ſhould any ſuſpect, that God 
Almighty would ſuffer an evil Spirit to delude him, acting in 
5 the Kone and Integrity of his Heart? What more inconſiſtent 
-- wth the Divine Witdom and Goodneſs, than to ſuffer a good 
Man, acting upon the higheſt Principles of Obedience to God, 
to be at once invincibly deluded into the greareſt and moſt ir- 
retrieveable Calamity, and the moſt ſhocking Act of Obedience 
SOME, Um ſenſible, endegyonr to evade the Difficulty another 


N 


1 3 


[- Way, What God commanded Abraham, they contend, . 
less than to murder his Son, Iſaac, and therefore ahielutelr = 
for Abraban to do; aiid yet, it was not, ſay they, unt for God 

| 
' 


- 


i command, becauſe the Command was only to TRY 4brahan: 
But chis Solution I take to be lame and weak: Becauſe,  _- 
TH! it was a Command only to TRY Atrabam, yet it was 
| a Command, notwithſtanding, to OFFER UP Haac. Now if to 
| have offcr'd up /ſaac would have been a vile Murder; then to 
| command Abraham to offer him up, was a Command to commit a 
vile Murder. But was it* fit for a wiſe and a good Being to 
Fo eommand Murder, and to command Abraham, his Friend too, to 
|. "be the guilty Executioner? Let vo Alan ſay, when be is tempted, 
an tempied of God: For God cannot be tempted quvith- Evil, nei- 
tber tempteth be any Man, James 1. 24 But what is tempting to 
evil, if commanding us to commit it be not? —— Or, ſay it 
bad not been unfit to have tried, a” good Man with a Com- 
mand to murder another, to murder his only Son, where the 1 
| Perſon commanded had Wiſdom: enough to ſee thro' the Temp- -- 
ration, and that the Command cwat unfit to be obey d; Yet was it 
fit to 1 faithful Abrabam thus? who, it ſeems, canted this 
- ſuperior Sagacity and wife Diſcernmenr. For Mbrabam, alas! in the 
Simplicity of his Heart, huilt an Altar, laid the Wood in Order; 5 
bound Iſaac his Sen, and laid him on the Altar on the Wood; ant 
| comes forth bis, Hand, and took his Knife to lay his Son, ( viz: 
in Obedience to God's Command) Gen: 22, 9, 10. —— Or, had 
it been fir for the only wiſe God, and the beſt of Beings, by 
an expreſs Command, to have drawn away, and enticed fo good 
a Man, to a wicked Intention and Endeavour to murder his only, ; 
and beloved Son: Was it fit rod; inſtead of Schooling Abraham | 
into juſter Sentiments of Things, that God ſhould applard and 
"bleſs both him and his, above all the Families upon Earth, for 
his full Purpoſe to obey this Command, and for his. applying 
hbimſelf ſo readily to the Execution of it? Becauſe thou haſt not = 8 
erithbeld' thy Son, thine only Son, in Bleſſing I vill bleſs thee; —— 5 
And in thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed; becauſe 
— Tun Soo ooo en nor 
* THE Command, we are told, was to tempt or try Abraham, © 


particularly to try his Underſtanding, Faith, and Obedience. Be it 
* fo: What I would demand, is, Of what Male or ſtamp did 4. 
 - Erabaii's Urderftarnding, Faith, and Obedience appear to be, u- 
n ris Trial? Riptt ;\ or Wrong? If Wrong; Why did God 
commend” and veevard him for what was evrong ? If Right; then 
 aFual'y to have cffered up Ilſaac under the Warrant of a Divine 
-Cemmand, could not be Vrong. In this Caſe it had not been an unna- 
tural Murder, (which is to kill -«:ithout a juſt Cauſe) but an holy 
II will be ſaid, that the Event ſhews, God never deſigned 
the Command mould be fully Executed. What then? 2 it 
. | „ 5 een 
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V © The" Preface. | 3 
been unfit for Graham, to have ſacrificed his Son, tho' command-. 


„ $$, © 4 


Þ ed by: God himſelf; Lay not thy Hand upon the Lad, neither. do 


. | ' SHOULD avy argue, That it may be fit to command, what 
is not fit to be done, appears. from the Sentence of King, Slo- 
| - #297, to divide the living Child, and to give Half to one 
_ Harlot, and Half to the other; i Kings 3. 25: But where's the 
Parallel between the two Caſes? Solomon had a perplext Cauſe . 
brought into Judgment before him: And for want of proper 
; Evidence to decide it, makes Uſe of an Experiment to diſes: 
ver the real from the. pretended Mother, by giving ſceming Or- 
ders, not to the Harlots themſelves, bur to another, to divide 
the Child (who does not appear to be drawn into any immor- 
al Purpoſes and Endeavours hereby.) But then he. Was ſe far | 
from commending, much leſs rewarding, the forward Conſent of the | 
pretended Mother to have the Child divided; that on the con- | 
trary, he gave the Child whole and ſafe to her that remonſtrat- | 
ed againſt the Sentence. Then ſpake the Woman, whoſe _ the living | 
Child was, unto the King, (for her Borpels yerned upon her. Sn) and 
Jhe ſaid, O my Lord, give ber the living Child, and in no «viſe ſlay it: | 
| 
| 
i 


wk —— 2 — ——ÿ——äDG ae ar ene 


95 but the Other fail, Let it be.. neither mine, nor thine, but divide it. 
. Then the King anſ:vered, and ſaid, Give her the living Child, and in 
wo wiſe ſlay it; ſhe is the Mother thereof, v. 26, 27. 80 that, if - 
this Iaſtance proved any Thing to the Purpoſe, it, would be on- 
Ay. this, That the Government of King Solomon, tho a finite | 
ſinkul Creature, was, in the Caſe before us, ſuperior in. Wiſdom, - - | 
Equity, and Goodneſs to that of the King of Glory, the Cre- 
ator and Judge of all the Earth: Who, by a Voice from Hea- 
ven, approves, it ſeems, and promiſes richly to reward, what g 
lomon more © rightly condemns and puniſhes, But the Truth is, 
r — ; | | 25 : Whay, 
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What was inhuman, and reproachful in the: pretended | Koro. 
|, Caſe, was heroic and praiſe-worihy in *Abrgham's. Caſe: In as 
much as had Sonos Sentence took Place, it would have turn- 
ec ig the irrepairable Injury ot the living Child, and the incou—- 
ſolable Grief of the real Mother, for any thing he could hac 
done to have hindred it: Whereas it was in God's Power, aud 
lotention to make Abraham Obedience to turn to the Rtupend= | 
E - ous Advantage of both him and his Son, and their Poſterity af- 
1 ter. them... Avraham, as the Apoſtle takes Notice, had what hg 
thought. a reaſcnable. Faith at leaſt to.belicyc, that his Obedience, 
if it did not multiply the Blefling, would not fruſtrate the Pro- 
miſe, Heb. 11. 17-19. By. FAITH. Abraham, <vhen he <vas tried, 
efered up Iſaac; and he that had", received. the Promiſes, offered 'up 
His only begotten Son; of chm it "Was Taid, that in Iſaac ball thy. 
feed be called 7 Accounting that God Was, able. to raiſe him 11 even 


From the Dead; from er hence alſo he received bim in @ Hgure. 
FF -. WHICH, by the Way, ſhews us one Reaſon, Why Abraham 
was ſo rchgned in the "Gt of Jaac, dhile he appeared ſo im- 
. ortunate for the Life of Sodom and Gomorrab. Theſe Cities, if 
e did not prevail, he knew would be devoted to utter Deſtruction; \ 
while eie the Caſe of {ſaac, he had Reaſon and Faith 


N — — 
an 2 n * 
n rr . 


i to believe, according to God's faithful Promiſe, would finally iſſue 
4 in Salvation and a Bleſſing. Beſides, the Command was pere nip- 


dr in ſaac's Caſe; Take, row! thy Som, thine only Son Iſaar, <chom 
pon loveſt; and get thee into the Land ef Moriah; and offer him there 
U For a burnt offering, upon one of the Mountains echich. I vill tell thes 
3 Gen: 22. 2. So that here all Pleas were cut off. Whereas. 
: : = * ; 3,4 1145 a 1 - ; 4 N 5 ' 
mn the other Caſe the Sentence did not appear to be gone forth, 


1 but to be under Deliberation only, which left Room for Inter- 
c ceſhion; Becauſe the Cry of Sodom and Gomorrab is great, and be- | 
| cauſe their Sin is very grievors, Tays God to Abraham; I will 2 1 5 
If docon, and fee, Whether they have done altogether according to the Cry 
1 it, which is conie unto me; and if not, I crill know, Gen, 18. 
JW r 
LE it not he ſaid, that Abraham ought, however, to have 
remonſtrated againſt rhe Fitneſs of the Command to offer up his 
. Son, as he did zainfſt the Fitneſs of what he thought to be 
tze Divine Purpoſe concerning Sodom and Gomorrah, viz. to des 
1 155 the righteous cvith the wicked; and had he done it, he might 
1 Have been accepted and regarded in the one Caſe as well as in 
5 the other. —— For, AS it does not appear to be the Divine 
Purpoſe, that be rig teorrs ſhould be as the wicked, but rather the 


contrary.; [4nd the LORD ſgid, ſhall I hide from Abraham that 


8.4 


thing uhich I do ? '——=— Znd the LORD. /aid, Becauſe the Cry of 


=o Sodom and: Gomorrah 1 great, and becauſe their Sin is. prievons; I will 

== 20 deren not, and fee wether they have done altopether according 15 

|. the Cry. of it, which is: come unto me; and if not, I. vill knoar, 
: „ 1 . UE, 8 N Sen, 
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Gen. 17. 18, 20, 21. duch à cautious Procedure rather * 
es a Diſcrimination between the righceons and the wicked, han 
2 confounding them in Puniſhment: —=— Þ SO Arabam ſeems 
1 to be in no Pain upon this- Head; That be far from thee to d 
14 after this Manner, to ſlay the righteous with the wicked ; and that 
| the righteous ſbould be as ibe wicked, that be far from thee ; _= - ' 
not the Judge of all the Earth do right? What he therefore ex- | 
poſtulates with God to do, is to ſpare the wicked, for the | 
righteous ſake, and not that he would ſeparate between the 
righteous and the wicked in the Judgment he was about to i 
execute: Abraham I ſay, is ſolicitoùs to improve the Preſence | 
of the righteous with the wicked, (ſhould there be but fifty, 
nay, ſhould there be but ten) as an Argument (not why, the 
righteous ſhould be diſtinguiſhed, (this he ſeems fully to de- 
pend upon, ſince the Judge of all the Earth would 3 94 
do right) but) why thoſe. Cities themſelves ſhould be * fared. 
\ Peradventure there be fifty righteous ævithin the” City; wwilt thou alſo | 
 deflroy, and not ſpare the Place for the fifty righteous that are there ; 
in? And the LORD ſaid, FI find in Sodom fifty righteous within Aj 
the City, then I will ſpare all the Place for "their Sakejs, ——4 And 
he faid, Oh let not the LORD be angry, and 1 will ſpeak yet but 
this once; Peradventure ten ſball be found there. And he ſaid, I u, 
not deſtroy. it for tens Sike, v. 24, 26. 32. Once more; 
SHOULD it be objected, that ſuch a Readineſs in Arabam to 
facrifice his Son {ſaac, in. Obedience to the Divine Command, 
was it allowed to be fit and reaſonable, when commanded, . 
might be raſhly drawn into Imitation by Others, under a 
Pretence of a like Command, to the unſpeakable Injury of human 
Society. I anſwer; As none will be forward to give up an 
only, and a beloved Son, in Imitation of Abrabam, without an un- 
queſtionable: Evidence of a Divine Command; fo, whoever 
Shath ſuch a Command, will find his Obedience to have, like 
 Abrabam's, a, great Recompence of Reward. But ſhould any 
pretend to ſuch a Commi ſſion from God, unleſs he produced his 
Credentials to- nay the Community alſo ( as Abraham did, 
| Pro ply to ſatisfy; Jſaac, who was of Age and Strength to re- 
iſt his aged Father, ) he ought to be ſo far from being counte- 
nanced, out of Regard to the Example of this holy n | 
that he would (notwithſtanding what he calls a Divine Revela- 
tion to warrant him) juſtly forfeit his own Life to the Society to whom 
he would be accountable for the Life of his Son; and who would 


be bound to require this Blood at the Father's Hang. 
BUT ſome may urge, that the apparent Inſufficiency of the 
Chriftian Revelation to anſwer its End, is a Proof that” the Ne 
Jeſtament, at leaſt, can not be of God; witneſs the Diverſity of 
Opinions, not witbſtanding, that prevail amongſt thoſc. who em- 
brace the, Ghriftian: Scheme.: Thus, we our felves argue, they It 
ſay, againſt, the Sufficiency of Nes ura! Reaſon, from the different 
| Le | | | Opinions 
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; ee in 
| (#bich concerned the ver 1 Boing: of Religion and Virtue; and 
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Moy ad es e hers, that. truſted th Gee! 

- Fo which Ohie#iop, che Biſhop of London, has, I think, re- 

1 oft ad tu attending to the Matters, 
kloſophers differed, we ſer clearly, chey were Points | 
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that thele Differences rendred: the Motives und Obligations ro 


8 1 and yucertain. Whereas it appears, fays that 
cup En * 5 1 eee ag Chriſttans a- 


= the. ollowing oo ye 3 Ihe Oude 15 eee 
Faivly, e fn and by it ( as the Revd.: 51 Chandler takes Notice) 


ained a ſure Victory, and triumph 4 over one 


\ of the Adee Objections ot Infidelity. * 


_ AND indeed a meer Diverſity of Sentiments among Chriſtians 

eder N as it is no reaſonable Objection àgainſt the 

Ms or Funeſs of bk Cbriſtian Revelation it ſelf ; ſo neither is 
pe nk real. 8 to the Cbriſtian Cauſe, farther than the 


el and Begottry of ing of irs Profeſſors may make it 
- jos o ade 40 ſet up the ſeveral Farticularities of Doctrinę, 
in which: they differ from: one another, as Mania or frudumen- 
ral” oints, in the Obriſtian Scheme. The mighty Strefs that is 
. upon theſe leſſer Matters, has been mproves by the Ro- 
t r to, ey the Neceſſity. of a viſible: infallible Fullge to de: 
cide them for us, without which, they pretend, there would be 
bo End of Controverſies. ..But{ ab our” learned Pool! replys ) "for 
Controverſies. about- fundamental and neceſſary Things, God 
Tarh, providee. already ſuf ww Means for the ending of them, 
Tens clearly derermined them in his Word for : Sati faction 
all that are diligent ang dene and reachable ; And Wot 
ESD, thee of leſſer Moment, the ere is no Neceſſity of hayintz | 


| them ended; nor would' they be much prejudicial 16 the Peat 


: as: . the 856 


of the World. and the Church, if Man would learn to give a- 
ny.' Allowance for the Infirmities of hunen Wutnre, and excrciſc/ 
that great and e Dury: of YI add OY F orbear- | | 


ance. . 
WE, forget, long 2s Men are Men, 254 | 
„idea and every One a Far- 


the 71 
have different ba. of > 
tiality to bis on., Conceptians, it is not to be expected (as my 
Lord of, London enprefles: it ) that. they! ſhould" agree in avy one , 
vrire Scheme, and .ovefy. Part of it; in' the eee, 25 welt” 
Mere, in the Aanner of Things 28 well as in the 
Th 111 temſelaes. In theſe Things { his Lordſbi 45 eptichudes Je. 
ib ſufficient rhat People. believe the Dockrines, as fur as they find, | 


upon due Enguiry and Examination, uceording to . * 
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taliries aud Opportunities, that Cod hatbh revealed 


; 2 which Catholi ic.» n wy POO" — 5 5 . 8 
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Por (as Mr, Chandler well ' obſerves in his Letter to his Lords 


pip) theſe are Principles that breath the Spirit of Liberty, Prin. 
ciples worthy of his Lerd/biy's Character; and which, when he re- 
views the Integrity and Honeſty of Heart, that Teal fes the 
| Redcemer's Intereſt, and Concern for the Peace of his Church, 
and Defence of his Goſpel, which dictated them, with ſuch =} 
Force and Beauty, muſt afford his. Lordibip the ſincereſt Pleaſure, ä 
and give him the firmeſt Expectation of a iar Remrs | 
from the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, 9 17 
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* See Mr. Poel's Dialogue between 4 Popiſb Prieft and a Sig 
Ii Proteftant, p. 20. 0 FH a We * 


; 235 The Biſhop ef — Bafterat Letter, 3. 24, 43, 44. : - N 
J Afr. Chandler's Letter to the Rifhep, 1 29. . 
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onDI NATION SERMON. 
1 Corinthians! 4 IF 


| Dr af1 fter that, in the Wiſdom of God, he 

World by 2 knew not God, it pleaſed a 
God, by the ones 7 Predeling ® 5 Save 
Them that believe. . 


0 U will in PRs Time, Had 8 
SUMMARY "of. : FAITH. 


Ry which our reverend Brother believes, 
And which, through the Divine Aſ- 


— 


2 


w his Preaching, chiefly to inſiſt upon: 
| As alſo the ſtrict and folemn CH A RG E which 
another of my reverend Brethren will, upon this 


IG = iftance, he purpoſes, i in the Courſe of I 


Occaſion, deliver, in order to remind him and the 


reft of his Fellow-Labourers in Chriſt's Vineyard, of ⁵⁶ 
the ſeveral Parts of their Office, and the great Obli- MW 
gations they are under, diligently to attend thern. 

Ir falls to wy Part, in the mean Time, to ſay ſomes 
thing concerning the Nature and Expediency of the 
GOSPEL REVELATION, and of a 
PUBLIC MINISTRY to carry on its 


kind and important Defign ; and withal to caution L 


you againſt a Contempt of this Sacred Inſtitution, 
Or ſuch Diviſions on Account of our Miniftrations, 
as may either ſadden the Hearts, or obſtruct the 
Succeſs of ſuch as deſire to be faithful and uſeful in 
their Office. And with this View I ſhall conſider 

and improve the Words 1 haye read unto You. 
tac you ati — 


2 


J. A ſirange 
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Tc A Ne 25 e That i, 
. e of God, the World 7 Wi 97 7 5 le 
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from it, That it therefore Pleaſed God by. the 
'& voliſhneſs of * tb . them that be- : 
= - UNDER the Form er L ſhall inquire, Abet is 
| intended here by the of God; what by the 
J iſdom of the World; what by the World's not 
li inowing God; and then, how it doth appear, That. 
3 Gat. Tr of God the World by 1 Knew 


W 18D OM when applied. to God, nay, 
48 8 either as it is a Divine  Htbribote, 
by: Which, He propounds the nobleſt Ends, a 
chwooſes the fitteſt Means for the Accompliſhing of - 
thbemz ot, as it is a Divine Production, which: bears 
upon it the Marks of that unſearchable Wiſdom 
which, dwells. in God. The Apoftle underſtands it 
in the latter Senſe, the Can/e being put for the 


* 5 


5 thing cauſed; the Wiſdom of God for that which is 
tde Fruit and Proof of his Wiſdom. Now the Wiſ⸗ 


dom of God taken for the Effect and Product of it, 
is either the Wiſdom of his Mord, (thus, the Gos 
pel is called. the cf oo of God in a Myftery ) or 
the: Wiſdom of lis /orks in Contradiſtinction to 
that of his Mond; which is the Wiſdom he here 
Speaks. of. And it comprehends both the Work of 
Creation and the Works of Providence: Where 
the Order, the Beauty and the Grandeur of the 
World, and the Direction of all Things in it to oj᷑; 
common and wiſe End; and the Fitting the Whole 


3 with ſuch Parts and Inſtruments as are beſt adapted 


22 1. = us the 
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1 8 : 
to the obtaining that End, are ſo many Tafanies 
and Evridences of the unſtarchable Underftanding | 
and wonderfull Skill of that God who -fram'd and 
governs it. The Pjalmf fi peaking of both, cries 
ut, O Lord, how manifold ure thy: Noris“ In 
WISDOM haf thou made them all. To inquire; | 
WHAT is meant by the Wisdew of We 
Nuria. __ by the World; what by the Wif- 
dom of it. The World, I need not tell You, 4 
can't be lars here for the Creation in general; as 
when the pope tells us, By Faith we ade hand 
| the. Worlds were framed by the Word of God. Se- 
veieral Parts of the Creation are Subjects uncapable of 
Reaſon, and much more, of Wiſdem. Neither can 
it be underſtood of ALL the reaſonabie World. 
For, as the invißble Things of God from t he Creation 
of the World may be clearly Seen; | fo SOME Off 
the humane Race have thro”. Wiſdom 5 
ſearched them out. The Prophet clearly. diſcerned 
the Footſteps of Deit ty in God's Works, tho the 
fcoliſh Idolater groped as in thiek Darkneſs; e 
bhuath made the Earth by his Power, he-bath EHiab. 
iet the World by his Wiſdom, and hath UE | 
out the. Heavens by his Under anding, Ter. li. = 
His eternal Power and Godhead, the P/al}mif alto 
makes to be Language of Univerſal 1 7 55 
Heavens declare the Glory of God, and the Fir. 
mament ſbewsth his Handy- i ort. Day ante Day 
uttereth Speech, Night unto Night ſrewoth' Know- 


ledge. There is no Speech nor Language, where . 
their Voice is not heard; Their Ling is gone out 
_ throughout all the Earth, and their” Wards io the © 
En of the World, Pf. xix. 1-4, The Horld 
_ ' then muſt be underſtood in a more reflrained Senſe, 
Kos the — * Part of Mankind, for the 
N 1 „ World 


oY 


ö * WER cmidered, as 1 þ the Bae and 8 | 
Juice of their Luſts. Theſe, whatever they might 
have done, 4/4 not find out the true Knowledge of 
God, tho they bad the Wiſdom of Creation and 
* Providence to view their Maker in. They did not 
like to retgin God in their Knowledge; but hecame 
Vain in their * and their faolifþ Heart 
Was darkned, Rom. i. 21, 28. Intimating that 
their Darkneſs' was owing more to their fooliſs A. 
buſe of, than to any natural Defeßi in the Ditpenſa- 
Tion they were under. It was becauſe that when 


8 Ther were thankful, V 421. Nay, the learned err 
& of the Gentile or Pagan World ſeem to be parti- 
& cularly pointed out, the Heathen Philoſophers that 
excelled in human Wiſdom; concerning whom the 
Apoſtle had juſt before demand ed, Where is the 
die? Hath not Gud made faolifb the Wiſdom of 
this YYorld? For it immediately follows, The 
& YYorld by VFi/dom knew not God. By the VViſdom 
of this World he deſigns their Subtle inquiries, and 
 perſuaſfve Eloquence, for which theſe Heathen Sa- 
{ ges were ſo famed, and their Wiſdom ſo renowned 
ST amongſt Men. After their moſt accurate and inde- 
| fatigable Searches, they took up with ſome thing 
| ſhort of a right Knowledge of God; after their moſt 
| cClaborate Orations and artfull Diſcourſes, they left 
| Their Audience in a State of Darkneſs and Alie- 
nation from God. Aſter all, it peared to be thje 
J iſdom of this VVarld Hat Nerz to Nought. 


Which brings me to the next Inquiry; _ 
W we-are to underſtand by the 

| World's not: knowing God. The great God may be 

| ſaid to be not known, when Men either flatly den ß 
H or PONG" Spell, whether chere be a God, or 

ö 1 not; 


| Zhey knew God, they glorified him nul as God, ner: 


not; 0 when has deny BE: Suſpe the —_ _ 
neceſſary Perfections of God, whether natural or 
moral; Or, when the Diſpoſe tion of their Hearts, 
and the Tenor of the Lives are inconſiſtent. with 
their 0 Belief of ſuch a glorious Deity. But, 
HOW doth it appear, "that in the Wiſdom. 
of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not God? And 
this was evident, pate, by their own Confeſſion z. 
Athens was the moſt celebrated City in all Greece. 
for the liberal Sciences and all Sorts of human Li- 
terature: And yet Paul finds there an Altar With 7 
this Inſcription, To the unknown God, Acts xvii. 23. 
And partly from the Notoreity of the Fact; The 
Roman Empire was raiſed upon the Ruins of the 
Grecian: And yet in their capital City, where alt 
Kinds of Arts and Learning flouriſhed (the Schools 
of Philoſophy and: Oratory being there) Paul tells 
you, That projefing themſelves to be Wiſe they be- 
came Fools; Aud changed the Glory of the unc 
ruptible God into an Image made like to corrupt? 5 
Aan, &c. They changed the trugh of God into 4 
Lie, and worſbipped and ſerved the Creature more 


_ than the Creatur, who is bleſſed for ever, Rom. i. + 


22.14% ws all their Wiſdom in the Contem- 
pine, of the Divine Wiſdom, manifeſted by Creati- 
n and Providence, they knew not God. They knew. 
m confuſedly, but not diſtinctly; they knew in 
Pre that a God there was, but knew not parti- 
cularly who the true God was; they knew him. 
(at leaſt ſome of them) notionally, but not pra- 
Aically; their Knowledge had no Influence upon 
their Hearts and Eire wh 
| THEN let this ſtir up our thankful. Nate 
who are not leſt unto the hare Wiſdom of God's 
orks, for our Direction and Excitement unto holy 
| Obedience; 75 
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Power to raiſe Chriſt from the Dead, tha 
| Haye permitted him to die; and an AQ of more 
s conſummate. Wiſdom alſo, as it was a more ließ 
Way to diſpoſe Men to receive the Doctrines f 

Chriſt, when he laid dows his Life in Confirmation 
MW. them, than if he had preached them under the 
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BF 8 t have the n Help of the 
Wiſdom of his Mord too: I fay, the Miſdum of his 
Word, For tho' che, ſais the Apoſtle, preach Chrift 

- erncified, unto the ews a . Block, and 

 -emto the Gr gels, Þ 
are called, both edu and Greeks, Chrift, the 

"Power of God, the Wiſdom of God. ecauſe 
 #he Power o God i is WISER than Men, and the 


oliſhneſs; yet unto them which 


V. Yeakneſs of God is STRONGER than Men, v. 
23. 24. 25. It being a much more glori wm At of 
not to 


warmeſt Beams of Proſperity. And fo much for 


the Strange CONCESSION in'my Text, That in 


the Wiſdom of God, the EOS by Wiſdom Kne 9 


not God. proceed, 


II. 10 the Surprizing CON CLUSION. draw 


4 275 Jaw 7 God, the 222 by JF Viſdow 13 


it pleaſed God 5 y the. Fool neſs of Preach- 


i he fo Save them that believe. here you have 
an Ordinance infituted, | The Preaching of the Goſp | 


— ] The End of its Inſtitution, | To ſave Sinners: 
he Qualiſſcation of thoſe who are Saved by it, 


and. 88 115 Preaching of the Goſpel is a Means 


of Producing, [ Faith: | The moving Cauſe of this 
gracious Dilpenſation, | The Good-will of God:] 


And the mean and contemptible Opinion which the. 
World, notwithſtanding, did entertain of this Di- 


Vine Inſtitution, [It was Fookihnels* unto them. 1 


To begin, „ 5 
a y WITH 


| = : 
"thi WITH the Om infituted, The esel = 
of the Goſpel. For it was not ſo much 
Nah it Self, as the Preaching of the Goſpel, 
(the chief Sapject of which was Salvation by a 
crucified Saviour) which was the thing they deſpiled, 
But vue preach Chrift crucified unto the Greeks Fouls 
1/bneſs, v. 23. Here the GOSPEL to be preach- 
ed, Is that fan bfu Saying, which is worthy of a 
Acceptation, that Chrift Feſus came into the I Forld 
to Save Sinners Or, more largely, That Grace of 
God which bringeth Salvation, and hath appeared 
unto all Men. Teaching us, that denying 8 
lineſs and worldly Lufts, we ſhould live Soberly, 
 Righteously, and Godly in this preſent Jour 2 
Looking for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious Ag. 


Leatauce of the great God, and our Saviour. Fe * A 


___ Chbrif. Who gave himſelf for us, that he might 55 
redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto himſælf 


a 2 People Zealous of good V Vorks. 7. 44 =_ 
Things, (Says Paul) [peak and exhort, Tit. ii, . 


11, 15. As if he had faid, Let theſe neceſſary, 
practical Truths be the Cheif Subject Matter of 
Your Preaching. Now to PREACH this Goſpel 
Suppoſes both a Commiſſion to preach, and a faith- 
ful Dz/charge of that Commiſſion. _ 
[1.] A Commi ſion to preach. For how 2 they 2 
preach, except they be ſent? Rom. *. 1. 
For this Cauſe ( Sais Paul to Titus) left I thee: in 
Crete, that t hon ſhowldft ſet in Order the 7. bings: | 
that are wanting; and ordain 1 in every City, 
as I had appointed: thee, Tit, i. And — 5 
Paul lays down the Qualification that ought to be 
found in ſuch as are ſet apart for uy Office, for 
his Direction in this Work, v. 7, 8, 9. 4 . = 
: wy be Cs as the Steward d of God, (i. &. a8 


behoves 
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Ikoyes. One he kak the n of God's 
Family committed to him) -not /eIf-willed, not 
for angry, not given to VV ine, no Striker, not given 

zo filthy Lucre, but a Lover of Hoſpitality, a Lo- 

ver of good Men, ſober, juſ, holy, temperate; hold- 
ing faft the faithful YVVord as it hath been. taught, 
#hat he might be able by ſound or wholeſome } 
Daodrius both to exhort,. and to condiuce Gainſayers. 
So that, that there was Such a Thing as a Divine 
1 Commiſſion in the Apofolical Age to preach the 
s Colpel, is paſt all Doubt. And tha: it is the Will 
of God, that this Office Should continue in the ſe- 
li veral Succeeding Ages of the Church, is as plain; 
whether You conſider the primary DESIGN of its Dn 
- Infitution; The edifying the whole Body, | Our 
Lord gave Some Paſtors and Teachers, for the per- 

Telling of the Saints, for the VF ork of the Mimiftry, 
| for the edifying of th the BODY of Chrift: till W8 
| ALL come inthe Unity of the Faith, and of the 
| © Knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect Man, 
| anto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of | 
i Chrif. Ephes. iv. 11, 13. J Or, the DURATION © I 
| of the Prom/e made unto them who faithfully diſ- 
charge this Office, | Go ye, and teach all Nations - © 
and lo, I am with Jou alway, even to the End of 
the World, Mat. xxviii. 19, 20, "IP both ſhew 
[; = to be a Standing DN WY 3 » 

: BUT a Queſtion will ariſe, „ wwho/? e HANDS, 
eee this Commiſſion 1s 2 be 20000 VEYED to 
OTHERS? Now that Minifers, as diſtingu iſh- 
ed from the People, had the principal Hand in tranſ- 

. Mitting it, (tho with the People's Conſent, where 
| Paſtors were ordained for them) is very evident. 
When Paul and Barnabas had confirmed the Souls 
| 155 the e and ex bor ted * to cogtinue 11 
| the 
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z = the Faith: - — . They - viz. Paul 6 N Jobs. 
 dained them I i. as e Diſciples ! ELDERS 2 - 


every Church, and May wit h Tating, Acts xiv. 


23. Indeed, if we duly conſider the Buſimeſs d 
Ordination, we ſhall find that the Body. of the Peon 
ple, in particular Congregations, are not ordinarily - 
_ capable of dilcharging the Office. It is chiefly- this; 
_ Publickly to declare a Perjon, after due Trial of 
his @bilitres, to be qualify'd for the Miniftry ; io 


commend him to the Grace of God and bis Hal. us 
_—_ 


by Prayer; to conciliate the People's Reſpect; 


co umon and ordinary Caſes, where the Direction and 
Help of Minißers MA be had. 
dee de in ſuch Circumſtances that 
„ they CANNOT have the Concurrence of other 
MMiniſters at all; in ordaining One amongſt 
4 them: Or, not without unlawful ( 
« either on the People's Part, or 
4 to be ordained; then the Maxim, Neteffty- 
4 hath 0 Law, muſt take Place. And they muſt 
“ proceed in the beſt Method they can, to ſecate- 
the general Ends of their Society, the Glory of God 
and common Hdifcation. 2 — But withour 
e ſuch Neceſſity; the Argament from the People's” 
© Inenpacity, to prove they have % Power o 
E Ordination, I think; is firm and valid. God 
«has neither in Nature, nor in his written i 


ee Perlon, or collecti ve Bodies, for the Exerciſing BB 
. n = 


Fo prevent the Intrußons of Men unqualify'd- Now 
the Body of the People can't be thought competent 


Judges at all of theſe Qualifications. Beſides, & av 


© firſt View, it looks very prepoßurous, to re 
e thoſe that are to be aug inquiring: into the 


* Suffciency of the Teacher.” = Underſtand this i 


e Minifter's* 


. Forg, ©! 
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3 „UT Second Queſtion ma ht about SH ; reg | 
gers to be imploy/d in this Work; I hether any. 
ether beſdes DIOCESAN BISHOPS have ls 

ll Von, f Ordinatiun- ©; 
Now, if the Ends TR 8 may be 2s. 
4 wells, ſecured by Presbyters. { or Paſtors of ſin- 

8 gle: Congregations) Performing the Office, as by 
"Dy EARS: why. mayn't the Act of the One 

U in dehvering the Commiſion to a Perton duly quali- 
d, be as regular and as valid, as the Act of 50 8 
1 WM Nr Shoal it be ſaid, Becauſe Chriſt has given 95 
chem no Authority. But this is the very Point in 
Diſpate. 140 there ene Word of the Conßnement of | 

U the Work to any ſuperior, EPISCOPAL Office, 
throughout the Writings of the New eſlameut? 
Navy, is the Office. it ſelf, to which they would ap- 
| e Haden of Ordination, to be Wen 


WU. there? . 
5 HAT -a 4 Bib, in the; 5 0 5 
chat flouriſhed within the ficſt three hundred a i 2 
22 Chriſt, Was no more than a Haſlor of a par- 


* - heh, 8 rd Gus! e, the Ader. 8 


7 — of dhe Real 5 ar L Think, 2 7 — (nary 
[ All juſt Exception. He has ſhewn from the belt Au- 
thority „That, in thoſe Times, „4. the People 
|| of 2 Chriſtian Bioceſs did every Sunday meet together 
* in One Place, to celebrate Divine Service: That 
[lt their my had. DEE: on nnn 7 able in his 
5 An = er 11 [ . | 3 | 
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3 b A Sai, Pegel, 15 che Reva te ee o. 5 
Alina tic Sermon, On a i. hk | ; 
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: hols: Dioceſs, at _ lb whole mk EY . 
the Sacrament from him: 1 
of Baptiſm was generally adminiſtred by the Bijhoz 
alone; within their reſpective Dioceſſes: That” al 
the People of the Dioceſs were preſent at Church 4 

Cenſures: That no Offenders were reſtored again x 


at the other Sacrament T 


the Churches Peace, without the Knowledge and 


Conſent of the whele Dioceſs: That When the _ 
| Biſhop of a Church was Dead, al the People f 
that Church met together in one Place, to choole's : 
New Biſhop : That at the Ordination of the Clergy - 
the whole Body of the People were preſent © That 
| public Letters from one Church to another, Were 


read to the Whole Dioceſ5 : And that the Whole J 
Dioceſs of the Biſhop did meet all together to ma- 
nage Church Afairs. Now put all thele together, 


. ys that great Man, and it is evident, That how 
large ſoever the local Extent of their Pariſhes then 
Was; yet their Members made but one fingle Con- 


gregation, and had no more Chriſtians in them than 


our Pariſhes now have. - Beſides, does not 
the Apoſtle Paul ſpeak of Ordination by the Hands 3 
of the PRESBYTERY : . Negl## not the Gift that 
is in thee, which was given thee by Prophecy, Wl 
( fais he to Timothy) with the Laying on of # 2 = 
Huands of the PRESBYTERY, i. Tim: iy. 14. 

But to return, .] 


As to preach the" Goſpel ſuppoſes,” in Aa 48 | 


ordered State of Things, a Commiſſion to preach, 
or, that a Perſon be duly inveſted with the Of- | | 
__ (for the Exerciſe of a Perſon's Gifts in ._- 


ubli c, antecedent to this Inveſtiture, is only 23 
Way of Probation and Trial F 5 
[2-] IT ſuppoſes a faithful Diſcharge of his” 
Ke 1 Say, KEW it ED no more === | 
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1 1 526 in duch to pre ach. Neef is laid my 
ee, lays Paul; yea, Wo is unto me, if I 
= REACH NOT the Goſpel, i. Cori ix. 16 — 
No it is then fait hfullj n when Mi- 
SK :piſters, in the Courſe of their 
Pau, ſolidly prove, and cloſely apply ſpiritual 
Truths unto their Hearers, according to the Mea- 
ute of that Gift which they have received; apd 
all in ſuch a plain and familiar 1 ay as is beff 
Nied to the Capacities and Profit ot thoſe who 
2 * under their Miniſtry, . 5 
Fin, THEY ſhould clearly EXPLAIN. the © 
H Fer Truths: of the Goſpel. ck makes it his 
& humble Boaſt, He had 20 Hunned ta DECLARE 


Ante de Churches among waom he preached, ALL 


kde Copn/el of God, Acts xx. 26. He made it his 
Buſinels, at all Hazaids, to ſet it in an evident and 
clear Light, comparing ſpiritual Things with ſpiri- 
W tual. This Part of theix Work is the more m 
—_ „ Becauſe . 35 
1 'FHE better that faving Tritt: are inown, 
. the more beautiful they will. appear . Wiſdom. is. 
| "wrought into every Part. Rays of Divinity are 
reflecked from them. What David obſerves of 


God's Law, is true of all the Reſt, 7 by Com- 


. andyent; are exceeding broad, Pf. cxix.— 96. 
But Ignorance, as a Mitt, comments the Luſtfe from 

pur Eyes; ſo that their Brightneis is wrapt up 
1 In Shades and Darkneſs. Had we but clearer Views 


"of them, their Beautics would ſhine forth, like the 


bpeſpangled Firmament, and appear moſt amiable: 
Xt enge. "the 0 4 Pray 1 hou mine "Tha 5 
== '* that 
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reaching, clearly ex- 
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10 that if any Branch of Religion ſeems to cla 
with any Other, it ariſes only from our Darkneſs. 
A more perfect Inſight into their Nature Would 
manifeſt their ſweet Concord and Dependance. As 
appears in the Cale of the Sadduces, who were = 

_ zled about the Reſurrection, thinking it Nu . 
with the Laws of Matrimony, where pen 1 
ſtood forbid. In the Re ſurrection ue. Hite ball 
the Woman that had Jeven Husbands be Fur they = 
all had her, Mat. xxii. 28. Whercas a more in- 
timate Acquaintance with the Word and Nature of ü 
God would have ſolv' d the Difficulty.. 2% do.err, 
(Hays our Lord) not knowing the Scriptures, nor 
the Power of God. For in the Reſurretiion they Wl 


5 45 Tu ATE a God in e V, 29, 30. 


- Law, Pi. cxix, 18. 


THE Deformity 3 oppoſite Errors will ew e 


greater. Contrarys illuitfate each other. Doubt- 
leis, the holy Viſion in the Mount made the gol- 


den Calf appear more hatetull unto. Mojes, and ſet 


an Edge upon his reſenting Teal againſt rael's Idol- 


atry. Was the Purity, the Equity, and Goodneſs -: 
of the Precept more. diſtinctiy viewed, Sin, Which 


bids Defiance to it, would become much more mon- 
ſtrous and loghſome i in our Account. 1 efieem, lays = 
| David, all thy Precepts concerning all Things b 
be rig ht: (well, what is the Contequence, of lug 
| . Obtervation of them? It follows; Y * 
and 1 bate every falſe Way, Pl. cxix. a8. 


TT will be the wore eajy to reconcile the ſeeming 3 


_ Contradifion between one laying Truth and another. 
Truth is all of a Piece, an harmonious Thing. A 


golden Chain ol Connection runs thro' the Whole. | 


1 J 


neither marry, nor are given in Marriage; but are i | 


9 - 4 = 
. 2 5 o 
. 6 ; 8 . Li i 
: 0 L 4 4 7 
e 5 TI V1 | f | 
3 3 W 
. * - 4 * | 
> — 1 * ” + it 
: * 
. 


ag 


—ů— 
—— 


_ — - — — - — = — coo . — 
— —ů ry . . , - — —ä——— — 2 — 12 — = 
EW CSS. 3 — — OR . \ - = 
P OT San ter eons ? 
: — — 2 ou - — n — * * 1 p 2 — _ — — — 
r — ax F 5 nm 3 — + 
: { 


3 - vis 4 — 
n ä 
r 


= — 8 a — . 
: PPP oo nm, ne ne neces 
" 2 3 bo 2 : 
r — — > wo + 
: to; os. oy nerd 1 k * . 
— — — 22 2 y 
> a * 3 
T na R * r * 1 Do 2 * 


t | templation of them. 

open, was their curious Compoſition unfolded, by a 
wore narrow Obſervation of them, we ſhould ſoon 
perceive the ſuitable Relief, the fairhfull Admonition | 


| emen Courſe. 


* " 


* + 7 WILL be the WW 68 Ives the «falls wha core 


Tupt Oonclujic ſons, which are many Times drawn from 
them. Error can no more, by Rules of right Rea- 
ning, be inferr'd from Tru h, than Darknejs can de 
derived from -Zight ; nor Sin any _ receive 
- Countenance from the Doctrines of the Goſpel, than 
Death can ſpring forth from Life. 
Foundation in Sacred Writ, but wholly from our Ig- 
norance of, or Miſtake about them. 
' ſerves, There are Some things hard to be underfood, 
vir. in Pauls Epiſtles) which they. that are 
UNLEARNED and unf#able wreft, as they do al- 
f other Scriptures, unto their own Deftruction, 
Pet. iii. 16. I might add, HEREBY allo the 
ee Reproef, and Diret#ion, which grow up- 
on inch Truths, wilt be more lucceſsfully gathered 
from them. Spiritual Doctrines have various At- 
Pecs, and, like the heavenly Luminaries, ſhed 
down differcat Influences. In one Situation they 
dart down Rays of Conſolation, chear arid refreſh the 
Soul; In gots Poſition they look with an angry 
| Aﬀpett, and beſpeak Correction and Terror to the 
Sinner; And in another View they ſhoot forth an 
inſtructive Ray, and point out our Duty or our Dan- 
And the Reaſon 


ger in this or that Particular. 
Why they have not, at any Time, ſuch a profitable 


2 5 Effet on us, is, often, from the (loud that is up- 


on our Minds, which hinders ſuch an uſefull Con- 
Was their Divine Nature laid 


the ſafe Conduct they would afford us in our 
To be faithfull in their Miniſtry, 
2 8 0 They ſhould COT: PROVE the great 

TP 9 Tr — 


They have no 


As Peter ob- 
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1 chs . have 3 They Would 1 


their People to the ſure Foundations they haye in 1 = 


our grand Charter, It ſhould be ſuch ſound & eech 
as. cannot be condemned, | as cannot be n I 
that he that is of the contrary Party may be a: 
ſamed, Tit, ii. 8. Ay Speech, lays, Paul, and - 
| my Preaching is in the cee of the Spirit, 
aud of Power, 1. Cor, ii. 4. © It conſiſted in plain, 
Demonſtration, from the N of the Old Je- 
fament, or the Voice of the Spirit ſince, and 5 * 
Miracles done by Chriſt under the Goſpel. 
And this he did, that their Faith might not Aan * 
in the Wiſdow of Men, but in the Power of Gad, 
D. F. i. e. might not ſtand upon ſuch propable. = 
Arguments only, which human Eloquence is con- 
tent with, but on ſuch Arguments of 8 | 
Which God hath thought fit to make Uſe ll. 
4 AND this Part of their Work is the more expe= f 
tent, * 
THAT the Truths of the Goſpe 1 RE dwell 
Jong er upon the Heart of the „ in Faith, and 
_ ke , better grounded in Obedience. This ſets Home 5 
| the Word with greater Power and Authority, and 
e etly inclines bim to Subjection.— — 
What made the Bereans ſo eminent above the C church ny 
al.) heſſalonica for their Faith and Piety, but their. 
laudable Care to fee a Reaſon for the Hope of the 
Goſpel? The/e were more noble than thoſe in == bela. 
ae in that they not only received the 1 ord. 
with all Readine;s of Mind, but ſearched. an. 
Scriptures daily, hel Her theſe Things were ſo. 
Therefore many. of them believed, Acts xvli. 11. 
12. This Method hath a peculiar Efficacy, thro*- 


* 


4 Divine Bleſſing, to conquer the Infidelity and oy 


and e of the Heart. It! is — FEPatey * 
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'T HAT their 8 ANI be better fortify'd 3 a- 
- gainſt the ſecret Springs of Hpoftacy from their 


Chriſtian Profeſſion. Whence 1s it, that Goſpel 
Truths once eſpouſed, are abandoned? that the 
Piety and Virtue once warmly embraced, are re- 
nounced? Ts it not, becaulc the brit Principles of 
their Religion were taken upon Truft ? They 
were never at the Pains to ſearch out a rational or 
ok Evidence, tor what they made the Rules 


o their Faith and Life. For want of this Balaſt 
they waver like the Waves of the Sea, driven 
Wich the Wind and toſſed. EF 
tives were the Ground of their former Zeal: And 
therefore outward Inducements being removed, or 
fighting againſt their preſent Profeſſion and Practice, 
Infidelity, Impiety, and Immorality break in upon ; 
them. And once more, 
"THAT they might with the firmer. Confidence 
build upon the Accompliſi ment os. thole precious 
Prumiſes which are made unto their Ohedience. 
It is a {ad Thing, when we are called «to Sacri- 
ice our Interef, our Honour or our Life for that 
Which is the reputed Cauſe of God, to be at a 
meer Uncertainty, what Foundation it has in the 
Neon of Things, or in his Sacred Oracles: To 
find, upon Inquiry, no ſatisfying Evidence, Whe-. 
ther it be the Religion of Jeſus, or a Delusion 
We are about to fufier for. We thall never quit 
gur Proſpects in Time, much leſs venture to lanch 
into Eternity, in Defence of our Religion, if we be 
doubtſul, whether our Zeal will meet with Smiles 
or F rowWhs, Rewards or Puniſhmefits, in the other 
World. But when we are fully fettled, upon the 
_ cleareſt. Conviction, that we are fighting | God's 


af 25 and have his nd we en upon the 
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orein and carnal Mo- 
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8 with an n af ropriating Views tha if ok 
more comfortably unto our Souls, and we march on 


1 boldly. To preach the Goſpel faithfully, Miniſters 
8 hirdly, SHOULD help their Hearels to make 
a dcloſe and practical APPLICATION of what is 


taught them, And this af phicatary. Tarn is ald 
expedient, in Order 
10 diicover new 7 1 

former. Tis an high Encomium that Solomon gives 


of ſpiritual Wiſdom, The Merchandixè of it is bet». 
ter than the Merchandiæe of Silver, and the Gain 
thereof t han fine Gold. She is more precious than 
Rubies; and all the things thou canft deſire, are 
not to be compared. With Her, Pro: iii. 14, 1.5. 


How defireable then muſt the Encreaſe of ſuch an 


ineſtimable Treaſure be! Now, as Fire doth kind le 
Fire; 1o one Truth generates another, and i hat 


a Third. They are of a pregnant and fruitful Na- 


ture. The ſeveral Links in this golden Chain be- 1 


ing all connected and join'd together, if only one 
be as yet in View, he that has hold of this, may 


by an artful Application draw forth ahd dilcover 


thoſe which are yet behind, and dependent upon 


it. Thus, what an important Truth does our 
bleſſed Saviour firike out of the following Words 
when God appeared to Moſes in the Buſh, to the 

Conviction, at leaſt to the Silencing of the Saddu- 


deres? Now that the Dead are raiſed, even Moſes 
 fhewed at the Buſh, when he calleth the Lord, the 


God of Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, and. the | 
God: of Jacob. For be is not à God of the Dead, 
but of the Living, for all live ano him, Viz. that = 


the Lord is a God unto, Luke XX. 37, 38. Ir 
Js e, 


TONE aa the Cr voted of au, Errors s | ; | 
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ependent upon this : 
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1 and: een An Las may e Rule 5 N 
his Shop, and yet his Work, tho faulty, may ap- 
= pear ſtreight and regular, till the Rule is applicd, 
and Examination made. Many adhere unto erio- 
nious Doctrines, and indulge themielves in vicious 
= Courſes, ſuſpecting no Harm, it may be; and yet 
have imbibed 1uch ſpiritual Truths, as intirely con- 
fare, and flatly condemn then; And all becauſe 
the holy Principles they have elpouled, are not 


Exor is the Child of Dar kneis, ſprings from? Igno- 
rance; and as Folly ſeeks the Covert of the Night, 
to hide its Peformity: Tis plain, that a skilful 


Light, would diſcover them. Have no Fellowſhip, 
53 che Apoſtle, with the uni uitful Works of 
Darkneſs, but rather REPROVE them. Hut all 
Things that are reproved [ or diicovered | are 
made manifefft by the Light; (by the Application 
of Light unto them) for whatſorver aoth make 
manifef, is Light. mM 
THAT ; Hearers might learn a more prof: 
table U/e of the Rule in forming their Hearts and 
Lives Paul having thoroughly examined the Na- 
ture of Chriſtian Charity, and ſetled in his Judg- 
ment a Belief of its ſupereminent Excellency, what 
admirable Work doth he make by a Skilful Appli- 
cation, in the Government of his own and the 
Coriathian's Lives by it! Without which it would 
have been, comparatively, but a dry and a pithlets 
Notion to him and than. When. wrongs provokt 
him to Revenge, Charity taught him to Sher long; 


his Com paſſions, Charity diſpoſed him to be Lind; 
when others Proſperity did . him to repine, 
Charity 


brought near by a skilful Improvement. For as 


Application of the Truth, which is a Child of 


when Selfiſhnels would have aid a Reſtraint upon 


ES. 


Charity would not toffer Mn to enuy; When 


Weaknels or Mitery had junk his Neighbour below - 


him, Charity would not allow him to vaunt him- 
Jelt, or to carry it Scornfully; when ſuperior En- 
dowments or Enjoyments would have 1well'd him 
with Cenceit and Pride, his Charity forbid him 
to be puffed uß; when Temptation ſolicited him 
to diſparage his Age, his Character, or his Calling, 
Charity whiſpers, Behave not thy ſelf anſeemty; 
when Self prompted him to ſacrifice the lntereſt 
of Chriſt or the Welfare of his Brother to carnal 
and private Views, ſays Charity, Seek not thine. 
own; When the Folly and Perverſeneſs of Sinners 
| leem'd to juſtity his Anger, Charity interpoſes and 
 tays, Be not caſily provoked; when doubtful. 


Things might have becn plauſibly interpreted to 


other's Ditadvantage, Charity inclined him to be 
candid, ſaying, Think uno Evil; In a Word, Cha- 
rity led him, nt to rejoyce in  Iniquity, but. in the 
Truth; to bear all Things, to hape all Things, to 


endure all Things. To ſuch Divine Parpoles Haul 9 


improves his Meditations upon this Grace, for the 
Regulation of his own and others Temper of Mind 
and Conduct of Life. This applicatory Part is allo. 
APA | 

THAT their Hearers might be better furniſbed 
to afford ſpiritual Afiftance to their Chriltian 
Friends. um I my brother's Keeper ? Is the Lan- 
guage only of the Sons of Cain. The Chriſtian. 
would be glad to go witth a ſuitable Cordial to 
revive the ”Diſcontolate ; to go with a Meſſage of 


Terror to alarm the Secure; : And with a Word of 


Correction to reclaim the Wanderer. Now the 
more perfectly he is inſtructed to apply any ſpiri- 
Tual Trucd, the better he is prepared to Preleribe to 
1 | their | 


* 


/ 
— 


L 2c 20 


= their” Neceſſities: And if AW terer 8 ber eros 


Wants be not ſo directly provided for, in this or 


the other particular Diſcouffe, he ſhould not forth- 
with cenſure it as uſeleſs even for himſelf” Since it 
may help him to a very Sovereign Remedy for 
y may want either Oppor- 
tunity to hear, or Faithfulneſs to apply to them- 
ſelves; and ſo need the Charitable Aſſiſtance he is 


others Malady, which the 


hereby qualify'd to give. And how happy would 


Societies be, did Chriſtians. turned their Thoughts 
more this Way * ? and when they have heard a cloſe 
and pathetical Application of any 1piritual Doctrine, 
in public; did they carry to others their Portion 
alſo; and by ſecret and ſerious Admonition preſs 


it Home. According to that, Thou ſhalt not hate 
Foy Brother in thine Heart ; thou ſbalt in any 


W1/e rebuke thy Neighbour, and no fen Sin _ 
| him, Lev: ix. 17. „ ; 
NOW when all this is done in ſuch a Way, as 


is beſt ſuited unto che Capacities and Profit of 
thoſe that hear, it is ſuch a kind of Preaching that 


the Apoſtle intends, and which he recommends 
both by his own Example and by many Arguments, 
| Particularly in the i. Cor. ii. 1;-5: — And fo much 
tor the fir particular, The Ordinance mfinuted, 


U the Preaching of the Goſpel. ] We come, 


2 TO the End of its Inſtitution, To /ave 
; Sinners. yp Pleaſed God by the Fooliſoneſs W | 


Preaching to SAVE them that believe. - ——— 


It is in its Den and Efe# the Power of God 
unto Salvation, to every One that believes it, 
Rom: i. 16. Now the End very much ennobles 
the Means, eſpecially, if you attend to the Ex- 
cCuollency of this Salvation, that the Preaching of 
the is = to bring about. It is uch 
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as every Way becomes the 1 of God, and the 
- wretched State of Sinners; ſuch as is fitted to the - 
Majeſty and Holineſs of the Giver, and to the 
Meanneſs and Neceſſity of the Receiver: It is a 
Salvation that makes full Proviſion for the Honour 
of God's Truths and Laws, that anſwers all the 
Demands of Juſtice, that provides compleat Satiſ- 
faction for the Injury: we have done, that intirely 
delivers from Sin, Death, and Hell; and inſtates 
thole that except it, in full, uninterrupted, and 
eternal Joys: It is a Salvation that has its Origi- 
nal wholly from the unexcited Grace and Love of 
God. There was no Neceſlity upon the Son to 
. Purchaſe it, nor upon the Father to accept the 
Price of our Redemption; Nothing in us to merit 
it, or to diſpoſe and incline them to any Thoughts ü 
of Kindneſs. Now an Inſtitution deſigned and 
bleſſed to ſave Sinners, and that with ſuch an a- 
mazing Salvation, muſt needs be very honourable 
23. YOU have the Oualification of thofe who 
are ſaved hereby, and which the Preaching of the 
Goſpel is a Means of producing, and that is Faith. 
To ſave them that BELIEVE, i. e. to diſpoſe them 
to believe; and to /ave them through believing.  » 
I.] TO diſpoſe them to believe. How H 
they believe on him uf whom they have not heard; 
Aud how ſhall they hear without. a PREACHER ©. 
Rom. x. 14. Before the HTifing of the Goſpel, the: - 
Preaching of it was, in a Manner, the on Means, 
and even now it is the principal Means, of gene- 
rating and maintaining Faith. And in this Senſe 
it ſtill continues true, So then Faith cometh 1 
Ie v. 1. 
ITHERE is an Hiſforical Faith, which lies in a 
naked Aſient unto the Truths which the S vn 
85 - 1 eveal. a 
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reveal. This may be found in Devils. Thou E 
a lieveft there is a God: Thou doft well : The De- 
vs al/o believe and Tremble, James ii. 19. There } 
= is a Faith of Miracles, which lies in a Dependance 

upon ſome extraoramary Event or Work to be 
done, either by us, pon us, or about us, according 

to ſome particular or general Promiſe of the Divine 

Concurrence for that End. Many have been er- 

dowed with this Faith, who notwithſtanding, ſhall 
be turned into Hell, Many will ſay unto me in that 

Day, Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy 

Name ? and in thy Name done many Wonderful 
Works ? Aud then I will profeſs unto them I never 

knew yon; depart from me ye that work Iniquity, 

Mat. vii. 21, 23. But the Faith in my Text is a 
fating Faith, | to /ave them that believe, | Which 
may be conſidered, Either in a frifer Senie, as it 

relies upon the Merits of a crucified Redeemer for 

Pardon and Life; Whom Gud hath ſet forth to be 
4 Propitiation thro" Faith in his Blood, to declare 
= 4s Righteou/ne/s for the Remiſſion of Sins, Rom: 

1 11. 24. Or, in its more general Nature, as it is 
the Subfance of Things hoped for, and the Evidence 
of Things not jeen, Heb. xi. 1. Where the Objefts. 

of this Faith are future Bleſſiugs, and inviſible Rea- 
lities And ihe Manner in which it operates upon 
them, is by giving a Sub/fAance or kind of a Being 
to the One, and an Evidence to the Other; And 
thereby producing a firm Expectation of the Things 

hoped for, and ſetting the I hings not /een in ſuch 

a convincing Light, that the Chriſtian 1s as really 
influenced by their Certainty and Importance, as if 
he viſibly beheld them. ) tt 

_ NOW if it ask'd, -how the Preaching of the 
Word conauces to the Production and Preſervation 


ol 


ä 5 1-1]. 
& this Grace of Faith! ? I aniwer; 


NOT as the principal Cauſe in this Work, 2636. 
it wrought Faith by its own proper V irtue, and 
inward Efficacy, as the Sun communicates Light 
and Heat: It is only an infrumental Means which 
God hath ordained and doth bleſs for this End. 
Which makes the Apoftle to cry out, Who then is 
Paul, and who is Apollos; but Minifers by whom 
ye believe, even as the Lord gave to every Han? 
1 have planted, Apollos Watered: but God gave 
the Hucreaſe. i. e. The Succels of the Whole 
Work, in making either my Preaching or his Bap- 
tizing effectual, was from God, not from us. Yet 
it does not conduct to this End, as the /ole and 
- only Inſtrument, as if no other Ordinance or Means 
were ever effectüal to produce or cheriſh this Grace. 
The Word read, as well as heard, is frequently 
ſan&tifi'd to the lame Purpoſe. y heſe Things dere 
written; ſays the Evangelift, that ye might believe 
that Jeſus i is the Chriſi; and that ye might haue 
Life through «his Name, John xx. 31.—— So that 
you 1eE what Place Minifters claim in this ſaving 
Work. They are not the Authors of your Faith, 
but only Miniſterial Helpers of it, as God is pleats 
ed to furniſh them with Gitts, and to give a Bleſl- 
ing to their Endeayours. Yet Jufruments they are, 
tho' not the proper Eficient Cauſes. And the 
Bleſſing ſo conſtantly attends on their Miniſtrations, 
where You quench not the Spirit, by deſpiſing Pro- 
Precying, that ſaving Faith not only way, but 
doth come by Hearing ſo that every Man's final 
Unbelief and conſequent Damnation are wholly his 
own Fault, as the Nature of the Apoſtles Com- 
miſſion plainly ſignifys; Go ye into all the World, 
and n the Ce To every Creature; He 
6 5 . 
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phat Ane — Wy by ö ſaved; but te that 
fl  Selicuveth mt Hall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 
Which would have been a Goſpel of ſad Tidings; 
and not of glau 7. idings, if their Unbelief and con- 
| __ Jequent Perdition had not been what they might, 
WW with the Help which the Goſpel brought them, 
44 have prevented. As the Bb of the Golpel 
= 1s 2 to diſpoſe Sinners to believe; in 
14 1 2. ] TO /ave. them through believing. That 
= 7 hath a. Special Intereſt in our : Salvation, is 
plain from my Text, and from what we read elſe- 

Where; particularly i i Pet. i. 8, 9. Receiving the 

End of. your Faith, even the. Salvation of your Souls. 

And the Reaſon may be, becauſe as our Salvation 
18 from above, and not from our Selves, Hoſea xix. 

9. to Faith, which is a looking out unto God for 
ALaſety, carrys in it an Acknowledgement of thus 
much: And becauſe, Faith alſo expreſſes the Dij» 
Poet iun of the Subjects upon whom this Bleſſing is 

WW bciiow'd; What Intereſt ſuch have in the 1 

= rocured : They are as the Beggar that opens his 

F 6 01 to receive the Charity of his Benefactor. We Þþ# 

| cov Nothing to Merit this Salvation at the 
ands of God, only open our. Hand, as it were, to 

_ Fecerve the Benefit of his Grace and Bounty, To as © 
wany as receiv'd him, to them gave he Power to 

ES. the Sous of God even to them that: believe 

on his Name, John i. i112 

4. YOU.have the moving ls at this gracious = | 

Dilpenſation. The Oo ill ot God, 4 PLEAS- = 

ED God, SG, "9 
As if the Apoſtle had BY, Would you know. 4 

hen why he Preaching of the Goſpel, and not 

the Maxius of Philuſopy; why the Preaching it 

in a plain and a Ste, and not with 

BEERS 8 e 6, Excellency : 


— —— 
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: Pecellency of pee - "wiſdom; * 
Preaching of a crucifie 12 us with the pixi. 
tual Advantages of his -Death and Re/urref#i- 


on, and not a #emporal Saviour, whoſe Kingdom 
is of this World; why the Preaching, the Goſ- 3 


why the 


pel in like Manner as Chriſt did, being per- 3 


_ ſecuted for our Preaching, and in continual - Ap- 
pPrchenſions of the utmoſt Danger ) and not 


under the Smiles and Countenance of 


Government: why ſuch a Method of dil) pen 
ing ſaving Truths is appointed - and icceeded 

for this important Purpoſe, the ſaving of Souls, 

and. for the producing Faith in Order thereunto;. 


 4t is enough to ſatisfy an _—_ Inquirer, That 


ſuch is 3 +l goed Pleaſure of God, who . cap f 

avours in whe Way, a and by | 

what Inſtruments | he pleaſes. We may: reſt ſa= - 
cisty d, it is a Way — {hall not ome bis 

Glory: And if God be honoured, and your. _ 


diſpenſe his 


Loves, does it become you to, complain? . 
BUT to ſhew that his Will is not meer 
arbitrary and Sovereign herein, hut guided by 


Pe Wil aum, We Dave, 14 Paul, his Trea=- - 

#5 in Earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency 

. appear to be N of: God | 2 
4, 


and not il. Cor. iv, 7. Whilſt from the 


greater Hotour to _ the a 


ze 
latisfy d, that 


"AND that you may be 
3 the Sivners Hangßt, 
Glory, in what ſome: call the Fopliſbneſs of 


EXPEDIENOY of a 2 Minifry to bring 
the gear Traits of die Golpel 7e e tp 


Preaching; it mayn't be amiſs ro touch uppen 
ach: Confiderations as are proper to thew. the Ii 


1 Je Mtn he igen there aedounds || | 
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Donele er tang Fler i- r 
3 ANY have not Leiſure from the” orgetit. | 
1 - Neceſſities of Life to take uch a narrow | 
View of ſpiritual Doctrines, as is neceſſary '_ a” 
| *their own Direction and Aſliſtance. =Thele low - 
A er Neceſſities, whether real or imaginary only, 
ſtdbey think at leaſt, are a reatonable Excufſfſe 
fſtom taking the" needful Pains for a due Dit. 
every, and profitable Improvement of faving 
Truths, were it not by their Miniſter done for 
them to their Hands. Others, who have 
Time enough, are 1d enfeebled by ſpiritual Sloth, = 
= they went be at the Trouble to ſearch out 
the ſcriptural or rational Grounds, and impor- 
tant %s of fuch) Doctrines. They wont dig 
= into! the Mines 6f Sacred Writ,” they wont 
| — — the precious Pearls that are ſtrewed there; Yor 
oh ty them to their own Advantage. 80 that 
0 not the Preacher labour in Word and 
bDoctrine, and lay before his People the Evi- 
dence and Improvement of that Dodrine which 
ds accerding to Godlineſs; the Nakedneſs of many 
Souls, as! to Hirit nal Knowledge, would be incre- 
give. ne, froman Over-fondneſs for their Cufts, 
\ Avhoic\ Ricig Tm Would be diſturbed by a near 
nv Approach 251 Goſpel Light, are r Hance 
* 7 ent themſelves. And tho“ the ' Reproofs 
1 1359 _ Wiſdom ate the © Way of Life; yet the 
emedy// being diſpleaſing to Uthe Fleſh, they 
1 Aron ſeldom, if. ever, take ifuch near Views 
i If Spiritual Truths, as is neceſſary to feel the 
Teonvineing; transforming Force of them upon 
[| "tir Conlciences and Wills, were they not! ap- 
Ppyen by che skilful: and ireſblute Hanf, f 
tube wo raten over them. And. hen 
1 Pp dee N Ye £3 | "v4 1 | labour | 
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Let us * one . another . to provoke” . 


27 17 
labour under. ſucks 220 | — n 
vantages by Education, &c; chat they ⁰εν 
rot aw to make à ſuitable Diſcovery of the 
Natu e and Utes of evangelical Docttines. Te 
thele, they are like a Load/#ong in the Hand 
of lome ignorant, Mechanic. An extraordinary 
Virtue: of d awing, Things to; it ſelf, he ob- 
ſerves 3 but it is the skilful Pilot alone, WhO 
zan direct him hew to Ret? his Courſe | by 
the Attraction. They diſcover an Excellency 
in heavenly Truths, and find, at Tunes, 
their Affections to be Rirr'd and moved by 


them; but how ta apply them fo, as to guide | f 


their Courſe thro a tempeſtuous Sea .to che 
Haven of Happineſs, alas! they know; not; 
unleſs: ſome skilful Pilot to whom the Mi- 
niſtry of Re@oncitiation:: is committed, ſits, as it 
were, at their Elbow to inſtruct , and. X OP 
tame i bn a 412 

BESIDES, mould it be a appoſel, but n 
granted. that this ſingle Purpoſe of an En. 


_ Greaſe. e Spiritual, Knowledge MIGHT: - Bo 43 


WOULD be as well anſwered by a diligent | 
Improvement. of.» human and — Compolures | 
at Home; yet this being but one End of 4 


Sub Miniffry, the whole, Deſign of public 


Miniſtrations — not be fherefore an wered 


by it; and by Conſequence a public in = 


would not be therefore. needleſs. 
2 HAT public Worſhip the Niniſter 175 5 774 
conduct, is required alſo as an open Declaration 


_ wu our Dependance upon, and Allegiance': to 


God. —— It is required as a Means to keep 
up a Spirit of Love and Unity. among Chriſtians; 
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= goods 01 Heb. » M5 1 Then as 
it 4 | Mears ro ws nee ras follows, Not for/aking 
l F our eldes toget her, as tue 
ame of /ome' is. They who cannot agree 
4 B+ uon together, it is to be feared, will 
hot long agree to love one another; the A. 
PpPuile therefore preferibes the One as an Evi 
bdence of, and Help to the Other, — It is 
required to the Chriſtian' 8 Safety and Defence 
againſt his Spiri eme, * Sho T be ab- 
in the Fleſo; ſis Paul to the Coloſſians, 


en with yiu in the Spirit, jeying and 


ll __ Ailtmblies, and of "Eeckfattital, Affairs : 


be boluing your bor, and the Stedjafine/s o 
Jour Faith - in Cri ; Col. ii. 5. Their Stedfaits 
neſs was, under G „ owing to their good 
Order; their Conſtaney in Saving Truths was 

much o ing to the Regularity of their public 


them. The Sheep are ſafeſt from Wolves and | 
Danger, whilſt they are feeding in their own 
Paſtures, under the Eye of their e ee 
Shepherds. more, Publick Nor ſuin 
teg . to ſhew the ſpecial Delight God 
3 the combined Service and Praiſes of his 
People. Mense 2 Wh Bleſings are promiſed to 
fociad and public ' Horſoip, The Lord loveth 
#he Gates 5 Zion geo aw all the Dwell. 
de uf Jacob, PL Ixxxvii. 2. And yet ( which 
* me to the laſt Head) 
YOU have the mean and contemptible 
i Opinion which the World entertained of this 
Ordinance, notwithſtanding; It was Foolifoneſs 


Wl unto them, 1. pleoſed God by the Fooliſhnels 


| F, Preaching to ſave them that believe. > 
* N NE ar Jaya * be improper to — 


\ 


tho very briefly, WM. 22 10 A the due, 
and the Cure ot this Contempt. t | 
5 NE Marks of this 79 = are Varies A 
aus. 10 inftance in one or two; IT is Foo: 
iſhneſs to them who Herſecute it. Some per- 
lecute the Preaching of the Goſpel by their Adi. 
duns, endeavouring to ſtop the Mouths of their. 
Miniſters: Others, by their Mords only, reviling 
their Perſons or Miniſtrations. The "latter 4s. 
as truly Perſecution as the farmer. Iſemael did 
not lift up his Hand againſt I/aac, as Cain 
did, but his Tongue only; yet, fais Paul, be 
that. was born after. the Fleſb, perſecuted. him 
that. was boru after the Spirit, Gal. iv. 229. 
aas under went -a Perſecution of the Tongues: = 
in Diriſions and cruel Mockings. : 
II is Fcoliſnneſs unto them Ong cannot 9 
reliſß it in its nated Dreſs; when it is ftript 
of the Pomp of Words and Rhetoric, and haas 
Nothing to recommend it but its on Simpli- 
city and Purity: Or, when it meets with their 
Iniquity, the Sin that moſt eaſily beſets them; il 
mewing the Deformity and the . Cone = 
1 aof their favourite Luſts. 
2 THE Canes. of this Contempt are 
various. 
THE viſible Fully Fs Wickedneſs of thoſe 
who attend on the Preaching of the Gals | 
make ſome to cenſure the Preaching it ſelf, as . 
Folly. And they think,. they a& by ode! is | 
.our's Rule eee By their Fruits ye Hall for ll 
tem They only deſpiſe that, which produces 
in the Lives ok its 1 Nothing but what ll 
= deſpiſeable. 
175 which we eule „ Is it not 2 "8 
Daz that 3 


f | Y þ- of, but their /:'Treating the Doctr 


30 ] 
Nat de Doin al; 85 eie EY the 
Cunverſatiou of the Hearer may be vaſtly different f. 
What more contrary to Mojes\ Law i( {0 f 
old \Time bali in every City _ them that. preached: 
Him; heing dead in the Synagogues every Sab- 
bath. Day ) than the Lives: of . the: Pnarifees? 
Are you certain, it is not tlie preſent Cale? 
Is not the Tenor of their Preaching a ſharp 
| | Reproof of thole very 1 egeneracys, for Which 
vou pretend. to be Prejqudiced againſt their 
r Would not the ſame Pertons Sin 
with greater Sccurity, with leſs Remorſe, with 
greater Outrage; were it not for the Reſtraints | 
laid upon them by Conſcience or by Shame, 
Which the Preaching of tlie Word occaſioned 2 
Nay, what is the Cauſe. of ſuch Corruptions J 


eptoofs, Corrections, and Inſt tions, that pubs | 


8 wt Miniſtrations abound # with, as. Ely? 4 


OH ERs picad, The Preacher is but a Man; A 
and what can be expected Strom 10 weak an 
=_ Inſtrument to rds the Converſion of zen 4 
God tbat gives the Eucreaſe. 
Wl BUT. docs not this caſt a maniſeſt Refleion 

upon the: Teachings: of the «Prophets and the 
apoſtles allo? For tho“ the were inſpiredz 
and the Do&rines. of many them were con- 


"| * firmed with Miracles; yet they were but men, 


and hud it not in their own Power tot break” 
the Chains of Corruption, to bow. the Stuhborn 
Wl Heatits of Sinners, and to bring them to the 
Obedience of Chriſt. Nor among them is be 
tha. Planteth: anu Thing, neither he that, Waterethe 


Bus God that giveth the Enoreaſe, i, Cor. iii. * 


3 were nothing alone. * AL,” what: Lais 1 2 
n . The 


wy 


7 ne FORE of our Warfare ate not os. : 

(weak apd contemptible) bur - mighty -Frnrougy 

2 to the falling dun of firong Hulds; ST. -- 7 
dun Imaginations, aud every kigh Thing 


chat- exalteth-1t ſelf againſi the Knowledge" of 
Gd, and bringing into Capirenty every Thought 
unto the Obedience of "Chrifft. Can Bread 1up- 


-Pvit you, or Phyſicians reſtore you by any . 5 


tue of their own 2 Man lives not by Bread a> 
one; ; and the moſt learned are often Phy iat 
of nd Value. And yet theſe are not dijuled, 


nor contemned, nor in Vain. No, no; tho! che - ” 


Inſtrument be weak, yet the Hand that makes 
uſe of it, is almigbty. Miniſters have their 


Commiſſion from Heaven, and Chriſt has pro- 


miled to be with them to tbe End of the Morlu. 
And thro! his ſtrength which 7s. wade » perfect 
in Weakneſs, One Peter ſhall convert three 
 Thouſand' by a ſingle Sermon; and the Tuok 
1 neſs of Preaching ſhall fave. them: that ber 
lie ue. 
0 BUT the grand Offence: i e at the 
Subjett-. Matter of their Preaching. Preaching 
nn general, it is pretended, is not what the 
account Poolifhneſs. , They have the greateſt Va- 
lue, none greater, for that which is right and 
genuine; but they can meet with little or none 
that is fo; Either it) is. 7% legal, drives) t 2 
Dit pair „ 0 1 Evangelical. wants 8 
ſumption and Licentiouftels. ps 
AS to what you cenſure as 705 POO” 
Has it not à natural Tendency to ſet the Di 
vine Lupe in a conſtraiping! Light; TO make 
ö u loves Ghrift; becauſe he has. Thus. mY 
You D 18 50 Pere Chriſt 8 e ang 
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bude believed in God, be caref ut % maintain 


Lale anto_Men, Tit. lie V. Or, thaw is requis | 
red of 77 a0 another Evangeliſt, by . 
: ame Apoſite, i. Tim. vi. 1-5. 


45 « Ha _—_ 
e more you are u- 


1 


ee bo him in Ai and AﬀeQion, the ore 
| ambitions you will be walk as he 3 >To 


ut on Jeſus Chriſt by a Conformity of Your 
earts and Lives to bis . Cre 
| and Divine Precepts. | 
"AND as to what You call 100 Egal; 15 
it more legal than our bleſſed Saviour's — 
mon upon the Mount? Doth it inſiſt 
more Dutys than God hath commanded? Doch 
it aeg Sins beyond what he hath forbid- 
- en" * it denounce heavier Vengeance than 
. Curſe” contains? or, urge a greater Necefli- 
of Holineſs than the Goſpel it ſelf? Which 
: . 5 that without Holineſs none ſhall ſee 
God. 1 8 the Preachers you Condemn, inſiſt 
| Obedience more than their Commiſſion 


upon 
will Warrant? Or, than St. Paul, the great 


Evangelical Preacher, ſtrictly enjoins Titus, an 


Evangeliſt, to do? who tells him, This. ;s 6 
1 faithful Saying, and thefe Things 1 will. that 


Thou affru CONSTANTLY, That tbey which | 


good Works. Theſe Things are good. _ prof | 


"3 Þ A8 to the Gre of this Malady 
* , Dons to ee as _ 


ini 1 4 eee f 
ito demonſtrate his 


Kingdom of Heaven 15 7 Hand, Mat. x. 6, "Ry 
And that we might not think this Office at 
deſigned for the Benefit of the Fews only, or 
to expire with that Generation, Feſus, alter his 
Refurrection, came, and [pake unto them, * ing, 
Al Power is given unto me in Heaven and in 
Earth. Go ge therefore and TE ACH ALL. 
NATIONS, and Io, I aw with you al- 4 
a ven UNT O TH E END QF" EE.” | 
WORLD: Aue 2, Mar. xxviti. 18, 19, 20, There- f 
fore if not for it ſelf, yet for your Friend's WW 
Sake, you mould not deſpiſe the Ne of : 
| tlle Golpel, PE 1 
* the Inſtitution not only of I 
bre, your Friend, that dy'd for the Ungodly ; 5 
but of. the Father alto, whe oye: his 
Son, but delivered him up for us all: It pleaſe 
ed God by the Fuolifbneſs of. Pt eaching- t0' ſave . 
them that believe. Now it is impollible for 
the Go of Love to appoint, any Thing either 
mean or unlind. The Effect may be gueſſed at 
by its Cauſe. Since the Aut bor is ſo excelent 
and o gracious, the Iflitution muſt be like 
| 55 venerable and good. Remember, 
( 3.) THAT its Subject Matter are Truths 
Ps, rare, noble, and important. It unveils 
ſuch Myſteries as the wiſe Sages. of the World 
knew nothing of, #4 bich none of the Princes 
1 f this Morld knew; for had they known it, 
would not have erpcified the Lord of 
27 Chap. ii. 8. — Ir treats of ſuch Do- 
 Arines as have their Original from Heaven; 
and of the ſolemn Tranfactions, Affairs, and 
njoy ments of that World. It diſcourſes 5 
of . and Holineſs, of Life and Death, of 
Heaven 
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Heattn PR Hell: Shs LEY Bi pe” . 2 
Goſpel Miniſtry is to lay open the Spirituality 
of 9 5 Za that is exceeding broad, and the 
aſtoni Grace of the Goſpel that PROS: . 
| Knowledge; and to preſs the Ob/ervance of 
= the One, and the Accept ance of the Other, with _ 
a becoming Vehemency upon our Souls. And 
ſhall ſuch . an Inftitytion be cenſured as 25 
(4) THE Des 1 of their Miniſtrations is 
=. bigh and weighty, viz. The Converſion of | Sis 
, and the Building up of. Saints; | 7o ſave, 

then” that believe, aud for the edifynig of the # 
Body of Chrift, } See my Text, and Eph. iv. 12. 
No can ve be under a juſt Conviction of the 
= Defornity of Gin, and of the Vengeance it ex- 
poleth us to? Can. we be under a juſt Con- 
WW - vidtion, of the Beauties of Holineſs, and thoſe 
= Raptures of eternal "Foy, that follow a Life of 
Obedience, and not highly eſteem and value an 
1 Ordinance which! God himſelf hath appointed 
WW to promote and accompliſh our Deliverance from. . 
the One, and our Acquiſition of the Other? 
A flight caſt upon the Means of our Redemption 
AN may be ” uftly interpreted as a Hight pur” upon 
= Redemption it ſelf. 

„(). THE. Charavier they juſtly hear, Who 
are amploy'd in this Oice, ſhew that it is far 
from Fooliſhneb. . Paul having requeſted an In- 
tereſt in the Churches Prayers, That Utteramce 
might be giver. unto him t wake known the 
N Ul A Very of. the Goſpel; he immediately adds, 
F wiich I am an EMB ASS ADOR in Bonds, 
= [ Eph: vi. 20. The. Apoſtle intends not hereby. 
WM to monopolize this Title, as if none were 10 
beſides. himſelf; but he takes in all that were 


Teen 


1 5 


3) 


Partakers with him of this Miniſtry, Now then | 


WE are Kubafſadors for Chrift, ii. Cor. v. 25. 


who? why, we, all we to whom he hath com- 


mitted the fl ord of Reconciliation, v. 19. NOW 


can you. attend to the Majeſly of that So- 
vereign from whom they receive their Ambaſly ? ; 


The King of Heaven, As th GOD did bejcech 
you by us: Can you attend to the, Greatneſs 


of that Perſonage, more immediately repreſented 
in this Office? Their Lord and Saviour, He 


fray you in CHRIST STEAD : Can you at. | 


tend to the Excellency of the Meſſage they bring? 


He ye RECONCLLED un God: Can you . 1 728 
unto the happy and the glorious Con ſequences of | 


your. falling in with the Deſign of their Com- 


miſſion? you will become the Children of God; 


and if Children, thes Heirs; Heits of God, 


and Foint-Heirs with Chrift Feſus, Rom: viii. 


17. Can you attend to all, this? and not pre- 


| ently diſcern, How honourable their Office | 
muſt needs be, with whom this Mini , of Ml 
© Reconciliation, is. entruſted.  - = 
(6) CONSIDER how. much Darkneſs and 


olatry, how much Prophane/s and Immorality 
abound, in the Places. where the Preaching of 
the Goſpel is either wanted. or /lighted; And 
how eminently ſerviceable the Miniftration of 


the Word hath been to diſpel the Clouds of * 


Ignorance, Error, and Corruption, in the Places 
where it hath been duly, diſpens'd and ſe- 


riouſly attended. The Power WT Purity. of 


Divine Truths, where ever they have prevailed, 
are principallyto be aſeribed to a Divine Bleſſing 
. this geſpiſrd Inſtitution. Beſides, 0 

1 2 "= REMEMBER how * our Saviour ac- 
cepts 
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+ | Jore his 


ry "36 
. lr Eiteem * ad Vale for fock as are 
faithful in their Office. He accounts the Honour 
as ſhewn to himſelf and to his Father; Verily, 
verily, . jay unto you, He that receivethᷣ ⁊uhum- 
ſbevuèr 1 ſend, receiveth me: Aud be that re- 
cerveth me, recerveth him that ſeut me, John 


iii. 20. Leſt his Apoſtles ſhould think, that 


for the Treachery of one of them, (Which he 
had niention'd juſt before) they ſhould all be- 
come odious and abomipable- to the World; 


our Saviour encourages them with a Promiſe 
and Aſſurance, That he and his Fatber would 
account the Reſpect paid to the Miniſters of 
tde Goſpel, as paid unto themſelves. And who 


would Nor be ambitions of entertaining his 
bleſſed Saviour? Can any Thing but Happineſs 


be of the Reſpect paid to him; eſpecially 


when the | Father will 588 take it as * 


: to himſelf alfo? Once more; 


(8 rhe Contempt put upon ole; who | 


| zuin iter in holy 'T hings, or upon their Mmifr, „ 


is conſidered as put upon the Father and his 


Syn; and will be reſented accordingly; He that 0 
geeſpiſetb you, ( ſays Chriſt to the Seventy, whom 


he had appointed and ent, two and two, be- 

e into every City and Place, whi- 
ther he himſelf would e deſpiſeth ne; and 
he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent ne, 


Luke x. 16. Who had deftined' theſe Warnings 
as the principal (if not the then only remain= 
ing) Means of reforming the Jewiſh Nation, - and 
fo of. averting his Judgments from it: 80 the 
' Context ſeems to explain it, Go your Ways, fays 
| Chriſt, Behold 1 Jone, you forth” as Lambs" a- 
1 WY  Walves, — — into whit ſoever Hue e 


"enter, | 
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| enter, fi ſay, OP: be to this Houſe. And 
if the Son of Peace be there, your Peace bat 
fell upon it; if not, it hall turn to you again. 
But, into whatſoever City ye enter, and they 
- receive you not, go your Ways out into the Street 
of the ſame, and ſay, Even the very Du of _ 
your City which cleaveth- on us, we do Wipe 
o againff you; (as a Teſtimony of your Ob- 
ſtinacy, and Ulage of us, and as a Token to. 
aſſure you that your Deſtruction is very near) 
Nelwithflanding be qe ſure of ibis, that the 
Kingdom of God is come nigh unto jon. But 
l /ay unto you, ( lays Chriſt to his deſpiſed Mi- 
niſteis) It Hall be more tolerable in that Day, 
for Sodom, than for that City. Wo unto thee, WM 
Corazin, Wa unto thee, Beth/aida; for if the 
mighty Works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
which. were done in you, they had a great | 
| while ago repented, fitting in Sack cloth and © 
'. Afbes. — And thou Capernaum, which art 
"exalted to Heaven, fbalt be brought down. to 


<4 ar in - 
re won. Ä ũ —&᷑ ¶ũ ñ a ũ 


Hell, v. 3 — 15. But why is the Denunciati- 
on fo dreadfull? He immediately tells them, 
As, He that beareth you, heareth me; fo, le 
that deſpiſeth you, deſpijeth me; and be that 
deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeih him that ſent me. Let 
the Commiſſion with which Miniſters come, be 
original or derived, it is the fame; only with | 
this Difference, The more immediate their Comm 
mi ion, and the wore evident their Credentials;.- | 
the more impious is the Contempt; and the con- 
{equent Vengeance the greater. 
'-- Baſ- 1 CONCLUDE; ©. i fo none 
FROM the whole, we may learn to be jea- 
ons over our ſelves. If there vas Danger f 
33 ͥͤ ĩ 444 ccounting 


1 


F OE "os 
* 


accounting the: W * the Golpel Foot ih 3 
meſs in choſe early and purer Days, When the 


Goſpel was a news and a rare Thing; and thy' 


the Apoſtles had their Commiſſion immediately 
from Chrift himſelf, and confirmed their Doc- 
trines by Miracles. and Wonders: Can it be 


thought needleſs to. caution you againſt this Sin 


5 db, in theſe laſt and degenerate Days ? For 


the Goſpel hath not Novelty, that Darling of 


the World, to recommend it any longer: It is 
the ſame good old Way, that was known to 
the Generations before us. — Now Miniſters 

zeceive their Authority, not immediately from 


their Lord, but by the Mediation of Men, Fel- 
lou Creatures, like themſelves. — The Power 
of Working Miracles is ceaſed in theſe Days. 


They have Nothing but the naked Beauty 
and e glicity of God's Word, to {peak tor 


the ation they bring, eee Duties they 


vequire in Chriſt's Name. Which tho! it be 


yet ſufficient, thro a Divine Concurrence, to the 


Obedience ol Faith, unto. ſuch who are meek 
and lowly: yet it is now more caſy to ſtifle 
the Convictions of our own Conſciences, and to 
Harden our ſelves into a wicked Contem pt of 


this holy Inſtitution. It is therefore our W i{- 


dom to — 2 becoming Jealouſy over our 
_ delves; and to enquire, whether the Guilt of 
this Sin doth not reſt upon us? That if it 


doth, we may be truly humble, repent, and a- 


mend; and if it hes not, we may have the 
Te ePinuony of our Con;tiences to comfort” us con- 


cerning this Thing, That Whatever others do, 


Feet of them; ws preach the Goſpel of Peace, 
ang 


NE 


e can fincerely 1ay, How beautiful. are the 


by the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that 6 


Maſter in this High Senſe, but Chrif, and to 
- Jeern of him. Thete are our Lords own Ins 
ſtructions, to your Spiritual Guides; But be 2 


55 _ the Ordination 5 


5 k 2 - } : . 
| 


6 39 ] 
au bring” FIVE. Glad. auge of que? e 
AN trat this may be, and continue to be 
your happy Caſe, ( 1 beſeech you, Brethren, 


} 


all [peak the jame Thing, (i. e. that ye glory * 
in no other Diſtindtion hut that of CHRIS. 


TIAN) ad that there be no Divifions among 


Ju D apon other Accounts ;] but that ye be | 
Horfelily joined together in "the ſame Minu, aun 
in the Jane Judgment, i. e. She that tho you 
might once talk, as if you owned many Mas. 
ters; yet now you are reſolved to call no Man 


ye. Called RABBI ; for one is your Mafter, ea 
ven Chrif, and all e are Brethren, Mat. xxiii. 
8. For while one faith I am of Paul; another, 
I am of Apollos, are ye not carnal, and walk 
as * Men? You may eſteem this ſort of Teal 4 
Badge of your more piritual Improvements; 
but Paul views it in a different Light, and 
looks upon it as an Igance, and Euidence of 
Hog great remaining Carnalitiy. -REGENERA-»- i 
ION (which Baptifin is a Siga and. Seal of (. cal» 
led Ig the Waſbing: of Regeneration ) lies W 
chiefly here, (viz:) In that Change of Mind, 
by -which' we ate effectually diypoſed - to be 
CHRIST'S Hrtere Di/ciples; to enter pur ſelves 
oo his School, as "thoſe - who \\ believe him 
be the great Jeabber ſent of God; and 
es 27 wle to Ke and , what he hath = 


| , * , ; 3 4 
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= IO 80 that 5 24. Jour - Mater. is fo | 
far to renounce. your Baptiſm, and conſequent- 
your Saviour. The Apoſtle: plainly infinuates 
thus much, when upon the Corinthian's making 
this or the other their Rabbi, he puts the Queſtion, 
Nas Paul crucified for you? were ye bap- 
tixed in the Name of Paul? The Apoſtle is 


very particular in, inculcating this Point, Chap. 


Ji. I-4. Aud I, Brethren, could not [peak uno 


von as unto: Spiritual, but as unto carnal, (com- 
_paratively ſo, having too much Carnality in you) 
ever as unto Babes in Chrif. Obſerve the E- 


vidence of it; For whereas there is among you en- 


Dying, and Strife, and Diviſions, are ye not car- 


nal, and walk as Men? Obſerve the Sub ject 
Matter of this Strife, and the Occaſſon of This 


| : Carnality; Fur While one ſaith 1 am of- Paul, 5 


and anther, I J am of Apollo, are ye not ca - 


mal? And therefore as a Diſſuaſtve from theſe 
Diviſions about their Miniſfers, whereby they 


diſcovered their Carnality, he ſhews That their 


Teachers were not principal Agents in this Work, 
but only Iſruments, v. 5. And that the Succeſs 
of all their Labours depend upon God's Bleſing, 
F. 6. 7. And, as a further Afotzve: to Concord and 
Unity; he ſhews. the Unity of Deſign in their 
ſueceſſive Paſtours, viz. The Glory of God in 
_  #heix Salvation, v. 8. with the Unity of the 


Foundatiqn, v. x. 11. For other F oundation can 


n Man lay, than that is laid, which is CHRIST 
JESUS. Which Chrifian Foundation we have 


admirably well explained in the Biſhop of Lon- 
Ars fecond Paforal Letter, p. 24, 25. It will 
« appear, ſays he, that the ſeveral Denominations 


| rs n. INE both in VE, ſubſtance of 


15 Keligion, 


3 „ mY in 0 2 e „4 

c the Practice of it. "That the the World, and all 
| « Things in it, was erected by God, ad are un- 
« der the Direction and Government of his all 

4 Powerful Hand, and ail Seeing Eye; that 

« there is an eſſential Difference between Good 

4 and Evil, Virtue and Vice; that there wẽill 
« be a ſtate of future Rewards and Puniſhments, 
4 according to our Behaviour in this Liſe; a2 v 
« his Apoſtles were divinely,, inſpired ; that all 
„ Chriſtians are bound to declare; and proſeſ⸗ them= 8 
[4 ſelves his Diſciples; that not only the E-. 
 ___ erciſe of the ſeveral. Virtues, but alle a Be- 
e lief in Chriſt is neceſſary; in order to their i 
« obtaining the Pardon of Sin, the Favour: of M8 
«. God, and eternal Life; that the Worſhip of 
. God is to be performed chiefly by the 1125 1 


« in Prayers, Praiſes, and Thank; Sus 
4 as to all other Points, that are bound 
« to live by the Rules which. Chri and his A- 
4 paſtles have left them in the boly Scriptures. : 
Here then, (the Biſhop goes on) is a fixed, 
. | © certain, and uniform Rule of Faith and Practice, 
* 5. containing all the moſt neceſſary Points of Re- 
e ligion, eſtabliſhed by a Divine Sanction, embraced i 
« as ſuch, by all Denominations of Chriſtians, 
and in it ſelf abundantly ſufficient to prelervc 
c the Knowledge and Practice of Ae in 
ce the World. | 
NOW as to ſuch Things as theſe, $545" 


9 55 ou, that ou all ſpeak the ſame Thing, 
and be perfectly joined together in the. {ame 
Mind. But as. 58 who ſhall be your Rabbi, or 
as to leſſer Matters, L adjure you by Jeſus Chriſt, 
52 vl A be hath dn, e aud 3 = 

or © 


% 


* i 2 


1. 


ö „ as 2. Sovereign; if you have any 
5 WT | bis Undertaking, as'a Saviour, That 
5 ir be 2 Diviſions among you. For (as that 
: learhed Prelate Juftly obſerves) as to Points of 
e Intricacy, and which require uncommon 


KH grees of Penetration and Knowledge; fuch 
1 8 ea have been Subjects of Diſpute amongſt 
; Terlons of Study an Learning in the ſeveral 

«3g ge of the Chriſtian Church; but the Peo- 


£ ple are not obliged” to enter into them, ſo long 
„ as they do not touch the Foundations of 


«Thriſtianity, nor have an Influence upon practice. 


& In other Points it is ſufficient that they be- 


lieve the Poctrines, as far as they find, upon 
e que Enquiry and Examination, according 8 
d their ſeveral Abilities and Opportunities, that 


« God hath revealed them. 


The Conſequence of adhering to which Rule 


« would be Great Integrity and Peace of Con- 


4 ſcience, in the Enjoyment of our religious Prin- 


4 ciples, Union and Friendſhip amongſt Chriſtians, 


4 notwithſtanding all their Differences in Judg - 
1 ment, and great Reſpect and Honour to hoſe. 
0. faithful Paſtors, that carefully feed the Flock 
of God, and lead them into Paſtures of Righ- 


Tees teoulnefs and Peacc. We ſhall loſe only the 
„ Theumbrances of Religion; our Bones of Con- 
« tention, the | Shackles of our Conſciences, and 
« the ſnares to Honeſty and Virtue; whilſt all 
& that is Subſtantially good and valuable, all 


“ that i is truly Divine and Heavenly, would re- 


'© main to enrich and bleſs us. The Clergy 
e would indeed loſe their Power to do Michiel; 


ir = ou \ te any Reverence for his 


« bat” would ä not nd happy in that Lots, - 
1 


8 - 
RR 
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43 : 
«of SS as ö would . 11 more 
1 3 likely to do Good? They would be no lon- 
« ger look'd on as Fathers and Dictators in the 
6 Faith; but ftill they would remain Ambaſſa- 
e dors for Chrilt, beſeeching Men in Chriſt's ſtead, 
« to become reconciled to God. And was all human 
Authority | or Impoſitions.] in Matters of Faith, 
thus wholly laid aſide, would not the Word of. 
« God have a freer Courſe, and be much more glo- 
« rified? All Chriſtians would look upon Scrip- 
ture as the only Rule of their Faith, and 
therefore ſearch it with greater Diligence 5 
« and Care, and be much more likely to un- 
« derſtand the Mind of God therein. The main 
„Things of Chriſtianity would unqueſtionably 
“ be generally agreed to by all; and as to o- 
ther Things, Points of Speculation, and diffi- 
« cult Queſtions, if Chriſtians differed about them, 
« their - Differences would be of no great Im- 
{<-portance, and might be maintained, conſiſtent . 
« with Charity and Peace a 
/ ” 
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HENRY LANE M. A 


HAT 88 is * ETERN AL IN DE. 
PENDENT BEING, whom we call GOD, 
is 10 plain; that there is Nothing next to our 


oon Exiſtence, of which we can be fo certain, 
i” or have . full and demonſt rative Evidencr. 


Tho! s poſſible indeed we may doubt * 


. me Eaidten ce of an external material World, 


and think it Nothing, but the Effe& of Im- 


agination: yet let us be never ſo much inclined 
to Scepticiſm, it muſt be acknowledged, we have 
the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance, and moſt intuitive Cers. 
| tainty, that we exiſt Ourſelves. —— ] 
impoſſible we could ever think, or doubt of 
our own Exiftence, unleſs we did actually exiſt. 
Exiſtence muſt neceſſarily be prior to any Mode 
of it, or in the Order of our Ideas we muſt 
neceſſarily be ſuppos'd to exiſt, before we car 
exiſt doubting, thinking, &c. And therefore our 

own Conſciouſneſs, that we think, is a fall Proof. | 


| 0 we actually are, or that we really exiſt: 


ſo of Conſequence there muſt. "OED thinking | 
Fa . — 


For tis 


— 2 -—jH * 
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7 Beings 8 Or Subſtances. —— 11 3 5 una- 


b follows, that there muſt, Sa been 


| ſome Thing from all Etcraity.. 


For fince tome Thing now - cxiſts, - there could 


never poſſibly be any Point of Time, when 
there was Nothing at all; otherwiſe indeed 15 hings 
muſt have come into Being ahſolutely without 


any Cauſe, the greateſt of Abfurdities 


Either then there muſt have been an Ante 5 
Series of Cauſes and Effects, that is, Things 


muſt haye deriv'd themſelves one from another 
in an infinite Snecefſion without any firſt inde- 
pendent. Cauſe ;; Or there muſt always have 


been ſome eternal independent Principle, the, firſt 


and ſupream Cauſe on which all others depend. 
The former of theſe is attended With an in- 
luperable Difficulty: - p 

For the Suppolition of n an | infinite: Seiles 
of Cauſes and Effects without ſome firſt Prin- 
ciple independent and uncauſed, is as unreaſonable, 


as the Suppoſition of any Number of Bodies be- 5 
ing moved fſucceſſively, abſolutely without any 
| txt Mover. And as ſuch a Series of Bodies 


| thus put in Motion one by another could not. 
poſſibly exiſt without ſome firſt Principle that 
5 1 it {elf began it; Or as there could not be 
| ſuch a Communication of Motion from one to 
another without ſome firſt Cauſe, on Which it 


— ORR 4 99” 2 ALAS — 


nation of Cauſes and Effects, there muſt neceſſarily 
be ſome Original Being, or firſt Cauſe which is 


CIPLE, Or in other Words there muſt be A GOD. 
41 believe. that this e Being, whom 


depended; ſo in an infinite Series or Subordi- 


"We - 


3 


not dependent. It follows then, there muſt 


be ſome ETERNAL INDEPENDENT PRIN. 


< 


\ 


47 | N 
we Ga God, muſt be ns +! porſiſhi: or have 1 
all Perfections, both Natural and Moral. For be- 
ing thus eternal and uncauſed He muſt be nęceſſari- 
ly, and Self exiſtent: Exiſtence. muſt be of his very 
Nature, or ſuch a Principle could not but be. 


5 ' 


And if He could not but be, there could be no 


Reaſon why He ſhould not exiſt perfectly. 


Tis evident, there could be Nothing to limit 
his perfections, or hinder them from exiſting in the 


moſt perſect and compleat Manner; for that would 
imply Dependence on ſome other Cauſe,” 


I believe therefore that this ſupreme Being is a- 


| finite and Immenſe, that He is Omnipr on. For 


ſince He exiſts neceſſarily, there can be Nothing to 
limit his Exiſtence; there can be no Reaſon, why He 
. ſhould exiſt in any finite Manner, or in oge Part of 
Space more than another. And if we could ſup- 
pole him exiſting in any finite Space, fo as to be ah- 

ſolutely excluded from all. others; there could pxo- 
, perly be no Reaſon in it ſelf, why we might not cn 


ceive Him as not exiſting in any other: And fo it 


would imply no Contradiction, in the Nature of 
Things, to ſuppoſe him not to exiſt any where at 
all. Tis evident then that God muſt be every where, 
or Ommipreſent. And as Matter is confeſſedly of 
a finite and imperfect Nature, and it implys no 


Abiurdity or Contradiction to ſuppoſe it not to ex- | | 


iſt ; therefore this eternal independent Being muſt | 
be of a ſpiritual immaterial Nature: Otherwiſe there 
could be no thinking Principle in the World. If 

then He be an immaterial ſpiritual Being, and alſo 


infinite and immenſe; ſuch an infinite Spirit that 


exiſts every where, muſt be Omniſcient; He can't_ 
but as it were pervade all Things by his infinite 
. be the moſt intimately prelent, and f 


Conſequence 1 | 
@ 


— > a 8 * - . 
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| "FRAN 3 with | all the Tranfattions | 


of the Univerſe. 


Wherefore, tis evident 1 eee that | 


ſuch an independent and molt perfect Being, as He, 


| Knows all Things; what is beſt, moſt fit and agree- 
able to the Reaſon and Nature of Things; cant 


but always act moſt wiſely. He muſt certainly be 


infinite in Wiſdom: For there can be no Imperfection 
of Nature to determine him to act contrary to what 
is wiſeſt and beſt. —— And as acting according to 
infinite Wiſdom, or in the wifeſt and beſt Manner 
is the ſame or coincident with acting according to 
the eternal unalterable Rules of Holineſs, Juſtice, 


Goodneſs, and Truth; therefore this ſupreme Be- 
ingmuſt be poſſeſs d of all Moral Perfections alſo.— 


* He mult then be, not only Eternal, 4 5 
Sellexiſtent, Immenſe, infinite in Wildom and Pow- 
er, but He muſt be infinite i in Holineſs, Righteouſ- 
wels, Juſtice, Goodneis, 4 God © Truth, who is 
„ e in all his Ways, and hol Ly in all bis Works. 


This eternal, infinite, independent Being, whom 
we call God, I believe, is the Fountain and O- 
ziginal of all Things; that He created the whole 


Dniverſe, both the Heavens and the Earth, the 
material and intellectual World, both Angels | 
and Men. For to ſuppoſe all this came into Be- 
ing or into ſuch an excellent Mader by chance i is too 
abturd. 55 
Who can N helieye fark! 2 "Thing, if he conf ders 
the amazing Grandeur and Me of the Ma- 
«terial World? Its vaft and -immenſc Exrent, what 
2 moſt ſtupendous Building it is, how large, how 
| grand, how full of Wiſdom and perfect Thought, 


made with the greateſt Harmony, with inimitable 
Wiſdom and. Art? how all as are moſt exactly 


* : 


| 4 | 3 
5 dp to tbeir 1359 0 End, s, to anſwer their De- 
| figns ? how every Thing is adjuſted in ſo wile a 
Manner? how the Stars and great Luminaries . a- 
bove perform their ſeveral Circuits and periodical 
Revolations with the greateſt Order and moſt, exact 
Niceneſs ? how. the Plants the Flowers and all the 
vegetable World; All. the various Creatures and 


Different Fribes bf. Animals are made in the moſt 


curious Manner, with the deepeſt Thought: Who, L 
ſay, can believe that all this is Nothing but the Ef- 
fe& of Chance or a lucky Concourſe of Atoms? — 
If ſo, We may as well aſcribe, the moſt. lofty | 
Buildings or fineſt, human Compoſirions, to No- 
thing but Chance. And it would be leſs ab- 
ſurd to affert, that ſuch Things were not the 
Product of Wiſdom and Knowledge, than to Im- 
agine that the Univerſe was made without Deſign, 


without ſome moſt powerful, wit, Intelligent, 


8 


And as God thus created all Thitigs. by his | 
| Pier? and | Goodneſs : So he muſt undoubtedly 
ſupport this great and mighty Fabrick of the 
World, and govern it by ſuch Laws as ate a- 
orecable to-their ſeveral Natures; to his own | 
Glory, and for the conimon Good: The animate 
and | inanimate World in ſuch a Manner, as 
tends to the Good of the Univerſal Syſtem, 
and as is ſubſervient to his Original Deſign; 


and Mankind in ſuch a Way, as is moſt a- 


grecable to their rational and Intellectual Na- 
tures. For it ſeems not altogether ſo agreeable 
to the Wiſdom of ſuch a moſt perfect Being; 


Who has allo infinite Power, and conſequently 


can do all Things with the greateſt Eaſe, to create | 
10 98 an tuch a vaſt V ariety of Creatures, 


2 
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at then immediately leave them to themſclves, 
without his Care and Concern: As well as it alio 


for our Belief of a Divine, Unzver/al Providence; 


that God's Kingdow ruleth over all. And tho 


Things ſome times, perhaps, may ſeem perplex'd 


to ſuch imperfect Creatures, as the human Race, 
| yet tis certain could we ſee the whole Scheme, the 
Donnection and Dependence of Things, it would ap- 


Pear the moſt juſt, beauritull, and harmonious. 


\ 


ſieems not ſo conſiſtent with the Nature of finite cre- 
ated Beings. And therefore there is ſufficient Reaſon 


As God's Providence is over all his Work: So 
as an Evidence of his peculiar Care of Man, who 


Was conſtituted Head of this lower World; I be- 


lieve, that beſides thoſe Original Powers and Fa- 
| calties of Reaſon and Underſtanding implanted in 
| his Nature, to direct him to his Duty and Happi- 


neſs; He has alſo moreo ver made a more perfect 


Revelation of his Mind and Will in the facred 
Scriptures: wherein the eternal and unalterable 


Laws of Reaſon are enforc'd with greater Sanctions; 


the Way to Happineſs made more evident and 
plain; dt the Encouragements to Virtue are much 


|; onger. 


This Reyclation of God's Will to . is 


g contain'd in the Books of the Old and New Teſta- 


ment: which are undoubtedly of divine Authority; 


containing the moſt excellent Scheme of Religion, 

the moſt compleat Syſtem of Morality, being every 
| way Worthy of God, and perfective of the human 
Nature. . Thoſe of the New Teſtament being 


written, either by the Apoſtles themſelves; who 


were inſfir'd with the Holy Ghoſt : Or, by ſuch as 


were moſt intimately converſant with them; were 


| receiv id by the Church i in the very Early Ages of 


er 


3 


1 


Chriſtianity, as Authentic; were read opblickly : 
in their Aſſemblies, and allow'd to be the Writ- 


ings of thoſe whoſe Names they bear; were appeal 'd 
ro in all the various Controverſies on Foot in the 


Chriſtian World: So that they could not be forg'd = 


or impoſ'd on Mankind by either Party or Sc, 
Without being foon diſcover'd by its adverſary : 
Neither could there any conſiderable Alterations or 
Corruptiops get into them, without being early recti- 
ty'd; there being fo many Cm ſpread thro” the 


. Chriſtian World. 


_ as for the Old Teſtament; as it was quoted and 


appeal'd to by our Saviour and his Apoſtles ; ande 


eſteem'd by them to contain the Will of God to 
the Jewiſh Nation : there is great Reaſon to think; 
it was of Divine Authority, and wrote under the 
Conduct of his Spirit. And thus all Scripture 


is given by Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for 


Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correttion, for Infirution 
in Righteouſneſs. © 


As thele Books conſtitute: the Will of God to 


Mankind; So are we oblig'd to receive them as ſuch 
and to believe, every Thing, that we can attain to 
the Knowledge of, as contain'd therein 


.and Holy Spirit; T believe that the Fulne/s of the 


And._- . 
therefore, as the Scripture aſcribes the ne kind 
of Perfections and Operations, to the Father, Son 


Godhead dwells in each; tho' the Modus or Man- 1 


ner of their Union and Diſtin&ton i is above our r Con 
_ *prehenſion.- 


I believe that God created Man i in His own Im- 


age, with Knowledge, Righteouineſs and Holine): : 7 
with a Principle of moral Agency: and on Conditi- 


on of perfect Conformity to his Will; He ſhould 


_ have continud 66 But that abuſing h: 


e 7 


* * 
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Liberty and violating ſue 5 i Lies, he loſt the 
Moral Rectitude of his Nature; and fell from that o- 

riginal Right, He. had; thro 'the Divine Favour, 
to Immortality; expos'd himſelf and his Poſterity to 
a ſtate of eternal Death; the human Nature having 
alſo been but too ſad ly corrupted thro the nee 
of the Fall. For as by One Man Sin enter d into 
the World and Death by Sin; ſo Death paſſed hon 
all Men, for that all have fmned. | 
Let however, ſuch was the infinite Goodneſs of 
Almighty God, that He ſoon gave them ſome 
Hopes of a happier and better ſtate of Things: that 
there ſhould ſome one in Time come to deliver them 
From their then ſad Condition; and that the Seed of 
the Woman fhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head. And 
thus at ſeveral Times, and in various Maznors, was 
there afterwards, ſtill a brighter and fuller Dilcove- 
ry of this great and important Deſign made; till at 
laſt in due Time, according to the Propheſies. and 
Predictions of him, the promiſed Meſliah came; 
| who'was moſt certainly our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
For the many innumerable Miracles that He per- 
form'd, which his greateſt Enemys could not deny, 
8 abundantly ſhow, that He was a Perſon ſent of 
God. His cafting out Devils, his curing the moſt 
|} . obſtinate Diſeaſes in an Inſtant, his reſtoring the 
Blind to Sight, his making the Lame to walk, his 
faiſing the Dead, his calming the Wind and the 
Seas, with his own Reſurrection, are the ſtrongeſt 
'% Demonſtrations, that He was ſent from Heayen as 
a great Teacher, and to make a Revelation of the 
Will of God. to Mankind, as He aſſerted: As well 
as his anſwering the Characters of the Mecſhab, ful- 
* declares that he was the Chriſt. 
In order to accompliſh this g great Work of Man's 8 


Redemption 
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Redemption, J believe that as s Chriſt came into the 5 
World and aſfum'd the Human Nature, ſo He Was 
crucified and underwent Death; not only in Confir- 
mation of his Doctrrne and the Truth of his Miffion, 
but as a Sacrifice for the Sins of Mankind, and 70 ; 
make Satisfaction to injur d Juſtice. And this ſeems 


1 very confiſtent with a Wiſe Government of the 


World, and well adapted to maintain the Honour 
of the Divine Laws. God's ex pecting Satisfaction 
and no leſs than the Death of- 0 glorious a Perfon, 
\ in Order to obtain his Favour, was undoubtedly a 

fit Method, to give all his rational Creatures a 
true Senſe of his infinite Holineſs, and to fill them 
with a juſt Dread, how they ſhould dare offend his 
infinite Majeſty. - And thus would the Honour of 


his Government 1n all Probability be the better e- | 


cur'd, and his Laws guarded againft the Inſults of 
his Creatures ; and fo God is juſ and the Tufifyer | 
of ſuch as believe in Feſns. - 
But tho Chriſt died for the Sins of the World, 
yet He continued not long in a ſtate of Death; 
He roſs again the third Day according to the 292 
tures. He often converſed afterwards with his Diſ- 
ciples, He was ſeen of Many, yea, of above five 
Hundred at once. And had not his Reſurrection 
been real Matter of Fact, tis impoſſible to account 
for the prodigious and amazing Succeſs of the Goſs 
pel in fo ſhort a Time after, carried on by his A- 
1 who for the moſt Part were plain illiterate 
en, not much educated in the Schools of Learn- 
ing and polite Literature; and ſo unqualified for ſo 


great a Work on their own Strength, as overtunn- 


ing the eſtabliſhed Religions, and Idolatrous Mar- 

ſhip of the Heathen World; ( which None of the 
N he anon: could ever iy, had they noet 
5 EEE." LD been 


} 
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1 5 
> aſſiſted by a Dif "BS by the e Spir Es TY 
God, who had railed up Jeſus from the Dead: 
And yet by their Means the Chriſtian Religion 
was ſoon ſpread thro the Roman Empire, and moſt 
_ diſtant Parts of the World. | 
As Chriſt thus really roſe . the : $61. 
believe He ſome Time after aſcended into Heaven: 
Where, as King, He hath all Power committed to 
Him; which He exerciſes for the, Good of his Peo- 
plc and Church, being conſtituted Supream Judge 
and Governour in the Mediatorial Kingdom. And 
thus it appears, that Chriſt is to be conſider d as a 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King. 
A Prophet, as He is a 8 come Gam God, 
to make a Revelation: A Prieſt, as He once offer'd 
himſelf a Sacrifice to ſatisfy the Demands of injur'd 
Juſtice; to make Reconciliation for the Sins of the 
People; and as He ever lives to make Interceſſion 


| 
! 
| 
| 
A 
| 


and a Saviour, to grant Repentance and Remiſſion 
ol Sins,; as He has all Power and Authority, both 
in Heaven and in Earth, put into his Hands; and 
as He is Head over all for the Church. 
Our Saviour being thus aſcended on high and fat 
own on the right Hand of the Power of God; ſent, 
eve, as He had before promiſed, the Holy 
Spirit the Comforter to be with his Diſciples and 
Followers for ever: Which imparted to the Apo- 
ſtles, various Gifts and Powers; whereby they were 
enabled in a Miraculous Manner to confirm the 
Chriſtian Faith: And by various Signs and Won- 
ders, by the Gift of Tongues, and ſpeaking various. 
Languages; they were the better qualified to ſpread 
the Golpel, and propagate it thro' different Parts 


| ofthe Earth, and give the moſt unqueſtionable De- 
| | 6 mon tration 


5 


for them: A King, as He is exalted to be a Prince 


I 


” monſtration of its Truth, and Divinity. —— 85 
lame Spirit is alſo given to all ſuch as truly ſeek 


and fincerely ask for Him, to begin and carry on the 


Chriſtian and Divine Life. For by his Influence, 


there is, I conceive, ſuch a juſt Repreſentation of 
the dangerous and fatal Conſequence of Sin, and 


ſuch a lively View of the glorious Effects of a vir- 


tuous and religious Life, that they are perſuaded 
and ennabled to accept of Chriſt, and engag'd to 
yield themſelves as his true and loyal Subjects. 

I believe that Chriſt, as King and Legiſlator in 
his Church, has appointed two poſitive Rites or 
Inſtitutions, the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper: As alſo Paſtors aud Teachers, for 


the better carrying on the great Deſign of the Goſ- 


pel; tor the Conver ſion of Sinners, for the perfect- 
ing the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for 
the edifying the Body of Chriſt: To propoſe the 
Terms of Pardon and Acceptance, and to offer Salva- 
tion to all ſuch as ſincerely repent of their Sins, as 
believe in Chriſt, love and obey him. = 
Il believe that tho” it be appointed for Men once 


to dye, and this material Syſtem or Tabernacle of _ | } 


the Body ſhall be diſſolv'd and moulder into Duſt; 
yet ſhall it hereafter be raiſ'd incorruptible and glo- 
rious by Almighty Power; when the Soul ſhall be 
united to it again: That Mankind being thus rais d 
from the Dead, ſhall all be ſummon'd before the 
awfull Tribunal of Chriſt, the great Judge of Quick 
and Dead: Where every one ſhall receive according 
to his Deeds; the' wicked and finally impenitent 
ſhall be condemn'd to a State of Miſery ; whil it. 
the righteous, thoſe that have liv'd agreeably to 
the Laws of Chriſt's Kingdom, to the Will of the 
9 Being, and as becometh the wake 85 5 
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LY: Buſineſs at this Tims is more eſpecially 


with YOU, Sir, who have now devoted Your 


at to the public Service of God: And ibis Day, 
a hope, You willever have Cauſe to remember with 
Comfort. — When God had appeared in a wonder- 


Jul Manner for his People, Fofſoua makes this Re- 
mark upon it, There was no Day. like that, be- 
fore-it or after ; it, that the LORD e unto. 


the Voice of a Man, K 10. 


are all witneſſes this Day, * a great n I 
'T; ruf God has repoſed in Lou; for Miniſters are ta- 
Len from among Men, and they are ordained FOR 2 


MEN in Things pertaining to GOD. 


IHE Work aſltgped to ME, is to exhort you 5 4 
keep that. which is committed. ro your Truſt. 


And you are to obſerve the. CHARGE that the 


Apoſtle 7 ay to 77 mot hy, But thou, O Man of God, 4 


uw after Righteouſhe S, Godlineſs, Faith, 


— 7 


Love, Patience, Meekneſs. Fight the good Fight: © 
of Faith, lay hold on eternal Life, Wwhereunto thou 


. "ort called, and ba 1. 4164 & good Profeſſion be- 
ore naa / taeſes 
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Ie the Rev'd. Wu EDWARD 3» ARREN. | 


WE. ee FORE in the 
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Sight of G 8, hs 25 Lene tl all 7 5s, end 76. 
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 Peffed. 4 good Confeſſion. 7 hat thun keep this Com- 
mandment without hot, unisſhutedble, until tie dp. 
* Pear ing of our Lord Fejus Chrif, i. Tim: vi. 1114. 
Such a (barg ge, my Brother, { woutd now, in the 


Name of Jetns Chriſt, lay Bciore vou this: os 


And this concerns both Jour Self and all t bg Huck 


|  tharis commit ted o your Ca, © 


I. THIS Char ze concerns Jour Self. Sorts was 
the Exhortation the. fifpftle gave to Timothy, 3 „ 


13 Epiſtle, iv. 16. Take beed unto T HY SELF. He 
is ſiot likely to look after amother's V ine ard well, 


that takes no Care to keep - His ot. Labour to 


be afefFed with your on Sin, and with the infi- 7 


nite Love and Mercy of God in providing a Saviour 


for you. How many tor want of a feeling Senſe of 
this, drive on very heavily in their Minifterial 
: Work, and loſe both their Chmfurt and: SUCCEfS. 
Where a carnal and. dead Heart. prevails, a great 
Negligence and Laterne run thro! all their Ser- 
vice. 


WHATEVER. 8 7 vou may have, 
you arc to conſider, That the Value of Perſons is 


not to be meatured Fom the aba Eminence of 
thoſe Qualitys, bur from the right Application and 
Improvement of, them. Sce thr you be very carneſt 
in Prayer for Divine Grace, that Lou may be able 
& to ſtir up choſe Gifts of God. that are in Jou, and 
. imploy then for the Good of others... -: 


IT has pleated God to give us a full and a N 


| Revelation of his Will; in which he has been. very 
| EPACIOUS TO us. The holy-Scriprures are a juſt Rule,. 
and ſtandiing Recent of Divine Truths: where you 
may be faruithed: W ith all ulcfal Know ledige, that 


5 * 2 


| ma) 


» 


1 may ren 258 you 0 1 TO of your Office. L 
For being Z/ven by uf hir 3 of God, they are hr 9 2— | 
alle jor . ctrinè, for Reproof, for Correction, ur 
Iuſifliclion in Righteouſneſs : That the an of God 
 taay be peifecs, torouguly furniſhed unto 40, gail 
Hunte i. Tun iii. 1% % 3 
YOU ought to be zve/l acquainted with the Way 
to Heaven tour  /elf, as it is a Part of your Office 
to guide others into it, and to bring back thoſe that 
are wandring from it. Miniſters are ſaid to be he 
Servants of the mot high God, to ſhew unto others 
the Way of Salvation. And. they are to go oY 1 
themielves therein. You ought, to be well ap- 
prized of the ſeveral Truths of God, and to have 
a clear and diſtinct Knowledge of that glorious Gol 5 
pel, that is committed to your Truſt; as it is a 
main Part of your Work td feed Others With Knows --- 
|. ledge and a Underfanding, Jer: iii. - 15. 
70 will find great need of Miſdum and Pru- 
0 dence in your: Converſe with others, and in the 
whole of your Carriage. This,is that which den, 
_ dirett and govern alf, other Virtues, and to which 
they owe both their Yalue and their Beauty. Sce 
that you keep the My ery of Faith in a pure Con- 
ſclence. Be patient to'rds all Men; and let 1 
Things be done with Charity. 
II. THIS Charge concerns all the Flick that is 
8 committed to your Truit. Miniſters are not only:” 
Servants, but Stewards. They have not only an 
Imployment a common with others, but they have 
a Truſt, that is peculiar to them ſol0asy; aud or 
which the 7 are accountable unto God. h 
L t. J. YOU are charged ro preach the. Word 
of God, You have both a Commiſh on and Ercourage= 
neut, Mat, xxvili 20. each Them: 70 obſerve all - 
Fo | 7 bings © 
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World. The pole had a great Regard to this 


| - apon me; Tea, Wo is unto me, if. I en not the 


bee before God, and before the Lord Feſus Cyriſi, 
pearing, and bis Kingdom ; ; PREACH the ford, 


E177) You are to look to the Matter of your 
KB Preaching, and adapt it to the proper Ends of your 


Stead that they would be reconciled unto 
| Shew them their I% and miſerable State; 
fore them the Nature, Tendency, and Deſert of Sin. 


how Facob 1 reaſoned with his Sons, when Diſtreſs 
and Famine prevailed; Mh look ye one upon a- 


ll mother ? Have ye not heard, that there is Corn in 


ll Egypt? Go and buy for your ſelves, that ye may 
6 + Sp not die, Geb: lit 1, . THERE are - 


| Zhers that you are to encourage, direct, and com- 


fort in the midſt of Enemies and Dangers; that you 


3 of Pobrip: Till due all come in the Unity of the Faith, 
3: we 7 the ones of Fhe Hon . God unto a. 1 75 


5 Part of his Truſt. For he ſaith, Neceſity ts laid 


; Goſpel. This made him urge it in ſo prefling a 
Manner upon Timothy, ii, Epiſtle, iv, 1. J charge 


. who fall Judge the Quick and the *dead at bis ap- 


Set before them the Purity of God's Law, and the 
Juſtice or Rectitude of his Nature; and direct them 
to Jeſus Chriſt for Pardon and Acceptance. See, 


[gf Wins whatſoever IT have commanded you : m, 5 
D, Jan with you alway even unto the End of tu 


be inftant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, reprove, re- 
F Bale, exhort,- with all Long-ſufforing and Doftrine. 


Miniſtry. 'You are called to ſpeak to many that are 
in the Bonds of Iniquity. Oo, beſeech them in Chriſt's 


are fo build up and efablifs in the Faith 'of Chrift. 
By this you tn fulfill the Miniſtry you have receiv- 
ed of the Lord. For it was given for the perfed- 
ing of the Saints, and for the ediſying of the Body 


1 


f 


1 15 * * 


felt Man, 1 the Meaſure of the ature of the 


Fulneſs of Chriff. + | 
AND you muſt remember, that it is not cnough 


that your Peopie only receive the Truths ol the 


Golpel, but they muſt obey. from the Heart that 


Form of Doctrine. For there is no Part of Religion, 


that can be Jaid to be pure Matter of Speculation ; * 4 
No, it id a Doctrine that is according to | Godlzne/s. |} 
Therefore you mutt urge and preſs with Earneſtnelis 


the ſeveral Duties of it; and ſee, that you bear your Þ} 
Teſtimony againſt all Sin by proper Caution and 
ſeaſonable Reprooks. | Thus the peple directed 
Timothy to act in his Miniſtry, i. Ep. v. 19, 29 Þ 
Thoſe that Yn, rebuke beforè all, that others aljo 


may fear. I charge thee before God, and toe Lord | 
Foſs Chrift, and the elett Angels, that thou 6. 


"= theſe Th Hings, without Dr eferring 22 deore Ay 


e doing Nothing by Partiality. And, . 

(2) YOU areto 150 alſo to the Manner cf your 
preaching. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſome that preach- 
ed themſelves, more than Fo Chrift. Too many in 
this Age take their Stan in the Pulpit more to 


fatter the Humour of their People, than to affect 
their Conſciences : But you are to conſider that your 
Work is of the utmoſt Importance; and that you 

are One Day to give an Account to God of your 


Faithfulneſs in it. Let your whole Carri Iage therein 


- dilcover a ſerious Spirit, and an awful Senſe of the 


HBuſineſs you have in Hand. Such was the Advice 
given to Titus, Chap. ii. 15. Theſe Things ſpeak 
Aud ex Hort; and rebuke With all Authority. let 
no man deſpiſe thee. This will give a Plea/ime to 
the be Part of your Auditory, and at the ſame 


b Time create God Revereuce, as it is a agi the: : 
| Word of Go | 


5 | LABOUR | 


- 5 4 «IV 1 N 7 —D * Fw 8 1 C W 
' TOE * ö 
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TY 


-LABOD 'R to $5; Zo own Heart: with the 
6 Pell you preach; and deliver it in ſuch a Man- 
„ ® ner as may thew your telt concerned, about tne E- 
VM deut of it. And let your Words be plain and eafy: 
For whatever. 1s rf the Capacity of the Hearer 
: 
|. is of upon bums: and an Ordinance of Chritt-i is made. 
L o none Effect. | 
'YOU are to fon the 4 errors of the Tod: before 
the hardeued Sinner. Tell them how God is an- 
gry, and wherein he has whet his Sword and pre- 
| pared his Inſtruments of Pearh. For if you do not 
Warn the wicked of his Danger, and, Milery,. his 
Blood will God require at your r . 
5 [ II. 1 YOU are. to defend this Goſpel as well > 
| as preach it. You are bid ro contend earneſtly for. - 
| it. But you are to remember chat there are 10 ma- 
ny Paſii ons hide themſelves under what, the nl 
| calls Zeal, that ſome have ventured- to ſay, It 
would have been much for the Benefit of ee 
if it had never been reckozed among the Catalogue 
of Virtues. It is indeed no other than Phrenxy, 
Where it is without Knowledge and Miſdumn. Thefe- 
fore it becomes you to look to the Regulation of it ; 


by Chriſtias Charity. We are to bear with one a- 


 PUTABLE MODES and CERCUMSTANCES of 
Worſhip: But then a faithful Miniſter vii} Jet his 
Face like a Flint againſt. all thoſe that EVIDENT- 
EY ftrike at the VLTALS of Religion, and are for 
_ tabyert] ting the Faith aud Hope of a Chriſtian. 

THE. Pulpit is not a Place to canva/s Controver- 
bes of /mall Importance in. That Place may be bet- 
ter filt'd; and your Time may be better imploy d: But | 
Kt m wait tell 0 T. Hat Ten Doarines that earl attect 
. 5 | „ Salyätion, . 


— 
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- and to take Care it be always ſoftened and directed 1355 


nother in our different Opinions about the DIS- e 


1 


| Se n, you all betray your Truſt by berg h Glent. "0 
You have no Reaton to be aſhamed of the Go/pel | 


01 Chritt, not of him whole e it is, and 5 ea 
Jer vant 30 arc. 


III. 4 YOU « are to  adminifer the Joe 6 


x es. vi Chritt, . and that with- a becoming 
 Serion;neſs. Get a clear Apprebenſron of them, and 
an afedmg Sen/e of Divine Mercy” in them; that 
you may be able to expfeis your felf in a Way moit 
adapte eto the Edificatien of others. — You are 


to conſider well the State of thoſe that deſire Ad- 
miſſion to 195 Church, and know how to diſtinguiſn 


berwixr-the Holy aud Prophane. You are to get 
acquainted with the Diſpuſition of thole that be- 
belong to you. Endeavour to ſee thar Wants and 


HWeaknefes, their Doubts and Fears, their Declen- 


fon aud In prouemeuts. This will be a great Help 


to. you in your Duty, and you may by this Mean 1 


1 me a great Help and Cemſort uuto them. 


EAV. YOU are to viſt Your Flock, 1 as ac- 


en your ſelf with the 1tate of their Souls; that 


you may the better order and direct your Publick Ser- 
vice. Paul ſaid to Barnabas, Let us go and viſt o un 
Bret hren in every City, Where we have preached. 


the Word of God, Acts xv. 36. Many ſeem to be 
alfected with the Word: Lou are to lee, what 


Impreſſions have been made; what Doubts and 
Difficulties are moſt pi evailing; what Enemies and 


Diſcouragements are moſt threatning; and you are 


to aſliſt and help them in 5 laſt that Form of 1 


ſound Words, ii. Tim: i. 13. 


„eee pgs WITH them, and FOR | 
them. For the Weapons of our Warfare are only. 
mighty THRO' GOD. zo tbe fulling auwn of frong 
38 "ey" to the da e . and 45 1 
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very high Tl bing „ it ſelf again % the 
be ae of God; and to the ph into Cap- 
wity every Thought unto the Obedience of Ciorift. 
. hat will our Treacbing avail without Gu, to 
- #ecover a dead Soul, or heal a Wornded Spirit, or 
turn a wicked Heart? And in | This he expects to be 
enquirod oo, 7 

Hs [I have, Sir, put you in mind of tome few 

Fe ings that appertain to your Office, as a Minifer 


are to take Heed to ALL the Flock, over which 
the buly Gho bath made you- Overſeer, Acts xx. 
1a, it mutt include many 17 HINgS more than L have 
e IG | 
Is 3 *EHE ERE a are Loni in IN Flock; And 
4 -tho' Children are by the Bond of Nature the im- 
| mediate Charge of Parents; yet as they are Diſci- 
pry and in Covenant with God, they fall in lome 
Meaſure under your Care. | 
(tu. }. THERE are tome that are 2 dom 
God: chaftens ſore, and brings even to the Gates of 
Leath: you are to vi/t them, and endeayour to 
"know the Hate of their Souls, that you may ſpeak 
a Word in Seaſon. Miniſters are are apt to chuſe 
out comfortable Words at ſuch a Time; becauſe 
they would not add A fili &ion to the afflicted. The 
Prophet complains of it in his Day, They have heal. 
ed the Hurt af the Daughters of my People flight- 
oh faying, Peace, Peace, when there is in Peace, + 
Jer: vi. 14. But ee that you act a faithful Part in 
this Cale, as you W ould anlWer it to him that ſends 
vou. | 
Ii e HERE are ſome that are rn and 
gude with inward Trouble. They are not ſen- 


——— — — 


1 1 9 88 of any Thing but Nn, and Miſery. Theſe need 
1 a Meſſenger | 


3 


or Cnriſt. But when the Apoſtle ſaith, that you 


all the moſt prudent and gentle Methods to bring 


Q l 
P - LS 
: . [4 
© T3 20, 


* Meſſenger and rar e. "BP" among a choufabd; ; 55 I 
and you ate to be gentle among them, even as 4. 'Y 
Nur/e cheriſbeth' ber Children, i. ThelF: ii. 27. 
| You are to plead their Cauſe with them, and to 
_ plead their Cauſe for them, when I; have. No- 
| thing toſay for themſelves. - 

e And Jally; „ THERE are 1 that : 
are apt to wander and go aſtray. . O, endeavour by 


them back to the Fold of Jetus Chriſt. For the Re- 
 _Covery of ſuch a one is ſaid to be Matter of Joy in 
Heaven: For what Man of you having an hundred © 
Sheep, if he loſe one of them, does he not leave the | 
ninety and nine in the Wilderneſs, and go after that 
which is loft, until be find it, And when he hath 
ound it, he layeth it on bis ſhoulders rejovcing. " | 
And when he cometh Home, he calleth together his I 
Fi iends and Neighbours, ſaying unto them, Rejuyce 
with me, for I have found my dbeep that was loffs | 
1 ay unto you, That likewiſe Joy forall be N 1 
HEAVEN over. one Sinner that repenteth, more 
Than over nitiety and nine juf Perſons, Fa goed ue Þ 
Repentance, Luke xv. 47 
THUS you are to watch for precious Souls, as, 
one that muſt give an Account. And let me beteech 
ou to retain a juſt Senſe of the great /mporiance of | 
your Work: And conſider. that your Mafer's Eye 
is always upon you; and that it is pen of Ster- 
@rds, Ae be ſound faithful. If you are log 
_ God will make you theful and give 10 the Joy 
and Comfort ö : 
T' give me leave to tell you, Sir, That 3 in alt 
thele Things I have mentioned, you mult en 


do ns With many Difficulties and Trials. 
dyn 
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8 Na ate = hs , cir and Afaies of others.” 


- thole that are Enemys to God and his Intereſt, A : 


4 be fo to you, o lar as you are in the Purſuit of it. | 
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And rhole that approve of the ſame Ends that you 
propoſe, may diflike the Methods you take in the 


Advancement of them: And thole that like botb 
the Eads anb Means, may give an Uneaſme/s both 


to themſelves and %, thro an Indulgence of ſome 


Prevailing Humours. It is hard to meet with Con- 


tentiong from thoſe of our own Communion, whoſe 
Welfare and Happineſs we are always ſeeking; but 
| Objervati ion and Experience tell . that it is 20 
ange Thing. 
IN this Cate you are always ſo to Fuer your : 
ſelf, as to be fully [atisfied with your awn Refpefit- 
ons, taking the Meaſure of every Action, by gur 
o dun Opinion and Judgement, and not by that of 0 
#bers. Lou are to keep yeur Expectations I froni 
the Horld, if ever you mean to have Comfert in it. 
Let the Aiplagſe of others be always negledted by 
you; and endeavour to enjoy your elf v holly inlle- 
enden, on their Favor. 'Pride always flows from 
a Want of Refleftion; and the very bef of Perſons 


ix ere? in an ab/ragted Light, have Nothing to 


buf of.” For whenever wc ſpeak « of Human Nature, "oy 


(| NM ipeak of Tmper fection. N 


Ty 5 your Ways, and under all Events, yo 0 


| are rod look. to the Government of your oWnl Si. a. 
[| This will very much make up the Mau of it in g- 
ters, Our Paſſions are deſigued tor Subjection ; 4 


not to be etinguiſbed, but to be brought under 4 3 


15 Re Aal dd ien, Then we may be ſaid to 5 95 4 


igour of Mind proper to exert any good Qualities . 


I} God has given us. ------ The Lord give YAU Wif- 


bis 1 Wy 5 LE, 3d to examine He Reaſons 
0 upon | 
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_ npon which every Thing is founded. Aud may God 
i you with the Kaywwledge of his Mill in all 
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witdom ; that you may be an able Miniſter of the 
New Te/tament, engaged and thoroughly furmfped 


An ADDRESS to the People. 


\7 O tec by this Days Solemnfty gwhat that 
1 Vork is, your Minifer is called and appoint- 
ed to. Three Things I would only Mention to 
I. SEE that you carry it with Reſpest towards 
him. God has made him Ruler over this Part of 
his Honte: And as he comes to labour among 
you, and to di{pence the Bread of Life to you: let him 


be efleemed very highly in Love for his Work's Sate. 


He calls for your Affection and Efeem, upon Ace 
count of the Difficulty and Importance of his Work, 
and the great Advantage that may accrew to your - 
Souls thereby. He is the Servant of the Aoſf High + 
 Go4! and as he is lo in a Manner proper and p 
culiar, 10 is he yoar Servant tor Jeſus Sake. 
2. SEE that you follow after the Things that 
make for Peace; and let there, be no Diuiſfſons a- 
mong you. When the Hearts of a People are 3. 
nited, then their Hands are frengt bened, for what 
ever Service or Suffering they may be called to. 
See that you love as Bretbren, be pitiful, be cour- 
tesus; not rendring Evil for Evil, or Railing for 
Railing - But contraritwiſe Bleſſing, knowing ibu 


ye. are tbereunto called, that ye ſhould inherit @ ' © 
Bleſſing, i. Pet. iii. 8-9. v. S foals you be the © 


Cbilaren of Tour Father which is in Hea- 
ven, For he makzth the Sn to riſe on the Boll, © 


and 4 
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Aud on the Goad, end noi on the jus and 
en the Unjuf.. All bitter Mords are ſharp Arrows, 

| That leave a Hound and a Scar; and do id become | 
thoſe who are governed by the /ame Laws, and are 
animated by the ſame great Hope and juſt Expecta- 
JO are to underſtand how great the Difference 
is between, the Fruits of the Spirit and the Works 


* 


2 


of the Fleſfs. The FORMER are Love, oy, 
Peace, Long- Suffering, Gentleneſs, Patience, Meek- 

neſs: the LATTER are Hatred, Variance, Emu- 
lation, Wrath, © Strife, Seditions, Hereſys, Envy- 
| angs, and Murders. And he that loves Strife, 
| Joves Transgrefſion, : Pro. xvii. 19. and can never 

_ proſper in it. But he gains a double Victory, Who 
| overcomes both him/elf and his Enemy. by the Me- 


thods of Love and Peace. 


7 


Ta, PRAY for your Miniſer, that he may 
de diligent and Succeſsful in all that Service to 
Which he is appainted. When the Apoſle ſpeaxs 
_ of praying with all Manner of Prayer and Supplica- 
tion; it follows, for ME al/o that Utterance may 
be given unto me, that I may open my Mouth bold- 
by, to make known the Myfery of the . Eph: 
Vi. 19. When ever you are upon your Knees be- 
fore God, you ſhould remember him, who. Jabours 
among you, and is over you in the Lord. Bre- 
#bren, pray for us that the Word of the Lord may 
bave free Courſe and be glorified... Your own I- 
Fereft is nearly concerned in all this: For if we have 
not the Bleſiug of God in our Work, you can haye 
no Fruit of our Labours. If we can't preach witir 
any Succeſs, neither can yon hear with any Advau- 
fage. If our Preaching be in vain, ſo muſt your 
hen we give 4p our Elyes to 


Labour be. fo that w 
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© | the Miniftry of the Word, we requeſt -of you no 
other than a reaſonable Service, when we deſire 


You to help together in Prayer to God for us. It 
is indeed Praying for your ſelves. For your own 
Intereſt, Peace, and daFoation are nearly concern- 
e „ - 
Noam, Bret hren, I commend Jou to God, and to 
the Word of his Grace, which is able to build you © 
ub, and to give Jou an Inheritance among all them 
which are Sanctified. And may the God of Peace © 


that brought again from the Dead our Lord Feſus, 


that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the © 
Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant; make you per- 


| fect in every good Work, to do his Will, workin 


in you that which is well pleaing in his Sight, © 
' through Jeſus Chrift, to whom be Glory for ever 

and ever, AMEN. „ | 
| A 


— 


FINES -.-. 


ERRATA 
Page 5. I. 4. for C the Lives] read [their Lives. J p. 21. I. 10. for 
Texcept ] r. L accept. ] p. 23. I. 14. for { conduct ] r. C conduce. Ip. 
27. I. 8. and 16. for [ Pilate j r. ( Pilot. ) p. 29. I. 12, after (did) add 
( Abel.) p. 32.1.3. After (be) add (to.) p. 34. I. 27. for [ ſhew ) r. 
 ( ſhews.) p. 47. I 9. for (them) r. (him.) p. 67. I. 30. for ( there. 
er N „ EI - b_ 
Pp. 6. I. 8. (for power. J r. Fooliſhneſs. p, 20. I. 10. for turned, 
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